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President Pranab Mukherjee
on Wednesday came out in

support of simultaneous polls
for the Lok Sabha and State
Assemblies. “There are talks of
simultaneous elections in the
political circles. It could be pos-
sible if the political parties
seriously arrive at a consensus.
It may be possible because it
can remove a lot of inconve-
nience in terms of manage-
ment,” he said, while address-
ing the nation on the eve of the
Republic Day. 

Underlining the strength of
India’s democracy and cau-
tioning against disruptions in
Parliament and State
Assemblies, the President said,
“We have a noisy democracy.
Yet, we need more and not less
of democracy… The settled
complacencies have to be ques-
tioned. The edifice of trust has
to be strengthened. 

“The time is also ripe for a
constructive debate on electoral
reforms and a return to the
practice of the early decades

after Independence when elec-
tions to the Lok Sabha and State
Assemblies were held simulta-
neously. It is for the Election
Commission to take this exer-
cise forward in consultation
with political parties.” 

Former Deputy Prime
Minister and senior BJP leader
LK Advani, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi have support-
ed this idea in the past. After
the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Law supported
simultaneous polls in its

December, 2015 report, the
Government had sought the
views of Election Commission
in this regard.  

The Commission had
made it clear that it would need
nearly �10,000 crore, more
Electronic Voting Machines
and more security personnel
for the massive exercise. It
had also pointed to the amend-
ments in the Constitution.

Congratulating the elec-
torates, the President said 

Continued on Page 4
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Just four days after his inau-
guration, US President

Donald Trump has heaped
praise on India, calling it a “true
friend and partner” and
extending Prime Minister
Narendra Modi an invitation to
visit the United States later this
year. In a late night telephone
conversation on Tuesday, the
two leaders vowed to stand
shoulder-to-shoulder in the
global fight against terrorism.
They also discussed opportu-
nities to strengthen US-India
economic partnership and
Defence relations, a White
House statement said.

“Had a warm conversation

with President
@realDonaldTrump late last
evening,” the Prime Minister
tweeted. Modi said it was a
“warm conversation” during
which they both “agreed to
work closely in the coming
days to further strengthen our
bilateral ties”, adding, “Have
also invited President Trump to
visit India.”

In a sign of the level of
importance he attaches to
India, Trump, who even during
his campaign had termed the
country “a key strategic ally”,
chose to call Modi ahead of
conversations with many other
world leaders and long-term
US allies.

“President Trump empha-
sised that the United States

considers India a true friend
and partner in addressing chal-
lenges around the world,” the
White House said in a readout
of the conversation between the
two leaders.

During the call, the two
leaders also discussed security
in the South and Central Asia
region, the White House state-
ment said, adding, “President
Trump looked forward to host-
ing Prime Minister Modi in the
United States later this year.”

Modi was just the fifth
world leader to be called by
Trump since he was sworn-in
as the 45th President of the
United States last Friday. The
only other world leaders he had
spoken to in recent days

Continued on Page 4
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Senior BJP leader Vinay
Katiyar may not be a ‘star’

campaigner for the party in
poll-bound Uttar Pradesh but
has managed to force his way
to the centre stage by trigger-
ing a major controversy with
his jibe at the Congress’ ‘star
campaigner’ Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, saying “there are more
beautiful women than her”. 

Besides the BJP leader,
senior JD(U) leader Sharad
Yadav landed himself in a sex-
ist controversy by saying that
“the prestige of a vote is bigger
than that of a daughter.”

Priyanka condemned
Kaityar, and the Congress
sought an apology from him.
The BJP, wary of ‘hot heads’ in
the party making ‘extreme-
comments’ and giving ‘political
opportunities’ to the
Opposition in UP, quickly dis-

tanced itself from Katiyar’s
comment. 

“Nobody is expected to
make personal comments, par-
ticularly on women. The BJP
does not subscribe to it,” Union
Urban Development Minister
M Venkaiah Naidu said regard-
ing Katiyar’s remarks. 

“Whoever it is, whether it
is Priyankaji or somebody else,
it is a different matter. A
woman is a woman. We are all
political rivals. We are not
enemies. We have to
respect in order to get
respect. All such comments
are not acceptable to the
party,” he told reporters.

Priyanka lashed out at
Katiyar, saying, “If that’s all BJP
sees in my colleagues who are
each strong, brave and beauti-
ful women who have battled
through all sorts of hardships
to get where they are, then he
makes me laugh even more.
Because he exposes the BJP’s
mindset towards the better
half of the population of
India!!!.”

Continued on Page 4
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Political heavyweights Murli
Manohar Joshi, Sharad

Pawar and former Lok Sabha
Speaker late PA Sangma, crick-
eter Virat Kohli and singer KJ
Yesudas are among the 89 peo-
ple who have been selected for
this year’s Padma awards. Of
them, Joshi, Pawar, Sangma
and Yesudas, former Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister and
BJP veteran late Sunderlal
Patwa, spiritual guru Jaggi
Vasudev and former ISRO
Chairman Professor Udupi
Ramachandra Rao have been
chosen for Padma Vibhushan,
the country’s second-highest
civilian award. 

Bharat Ratna, the highest

civilian honour, will not be
conferred on anyone this year.
This year’s list of 89 Padma
awardees is supposed to be the
shortest in many years. 

This year’s list of Padma
awardees includes many
unsung heroes from various
walks of life. “The focus of the
Padma awards this year was on
recognising and honouring the

talent of unknown heroes in
the country,” said Home
Ministry officials. 

Prominent among them
are 91-year-old Bhakti Yadav,
popularly known as “Doctor
Dadi” from Indore, captain of
the India Blind cricket team
Shekhar Naik, 76-year-old
Meenakshi Amma from Kerala,
who began her martial art

classes at the age of seven,
Karimul Haque (52), a tea gar-
den worker affectionately called
“Ambulance Dada” and Dr
Subroto Das the “Highway
Messiah” who is one of the pio-
neers in bringing medical relief
to accident victims on nation-
al highways. 

Out of the total 89 people,
19 of the awardees are women.
The list also includes five
persons from the category of
foreigners, NRIs, PIOs and six
posthumous awardees. For
the first time, the Padma list
does not include any
Bollywood star. Two persons,
Bharathi

Continued on Page 4
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An Army officer and four
civilians were killed in

avalanches triggered by massive
snowfall in Kashmir Valley on
Wednesday, while another
civilian was killed when the
roof of his house caved in
because of the pile-up of snow. 

Meanwhile, the
Meteorological Department,
Kashmir, has warned of the
possibility of avalanches in the
higher reaches as more snow-
fall is expected in 24 hours.

Earlier, a massive avalanche
hit the base camp of the High
Altitude Warfare School at
Sonamarg on the Srinagar-Leh
National Highway, burying
alive a group of soldiers. While
eight jawans were rescued, an
officer of the 115-Territorial
Army, Major Amit Sagar, could
not be saved.

Defence spokesman
Colonel Rajesh Kalia denied
reports that five soldiers were
buried by the avalanche.

Continued on Page 4
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The National Green
Tribunal (NGT) on

Wednesday directed
Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU) to submit
the evidence of compliance
of Supreme Court order for
depositing �5.35crore (one
third amount of total 
construction cost) with
Ridge Management Board

a n d
plan-

tation of
1,103 trees with proof of
having paid maintenance
charges for five years 
with the Department of 
Forest, Government of
National Capital Territory
(GNCT). 

Taking the cognisance
of the violations, the
Supreme Court has
ordered DDA and JNU to
submit final affidavit on
this matter. 

On May 12, 2016, The
Pioneer had reported this
case with headline ‘7 JNU
buildings violate norms,
face storm’.

Continued on Page 4
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Hansraj College became the
first college in Delhi

University to have hoisted a
gigantic Tricolour on a 100-feet
tall pole. This has come almost
a year after Central University
vice-chancellors were told to fly
the Tricolour atop a 207-feet
mast on all their premises to
evoke nationalistic sentiments
on campuses. 

Former Member of
Parliament (MP) and an alum-
nus of the college, who is the
president of Flag Foundation of
India (FFOI) Naveen Jindal,
unfurled the National Flag on
Wednesday, coinciding with
the Founder’s Day.

This is the second monu-
mental flag by FFOI in Delhi
after the 207-feet monumental
flag installed at Central park,
Cannaught Place in 2014. The
hoisting of monumental flags is
part of Flag Foundation of
India’s sustained endeavour to
inspire young Indians to take
pride in displaying the National
Flag and instill a sense of patri-
otism among the citizens. 

Speaking at the occasion,
Jindal, said, “This is a very spe-
cial moment for me. Being an
alumnus of Hansraj College, I
am extremely elated that it is
the first college in Delhi
University to have installed a
monumental Flag. Tiranga
belongs to all of us equally.
When a person displays his
national flag, he rises above

political, social or religious
affiliations. 

The Tiranga unites us in
diversity; it is every citizen’s
pride. I urge all Indians, espe-
cially the youth, to proudly dis-
play the Tiranga and show
love and respect for our
National Flag throughout the
year.”

The FFOI has so far
installed 52 monumental flag-
poles of 100 feet high and 12
monumental flagpoles of 207-
feet high across the length and
breadth of the country. In all,
FFOI has installed 65 monu-
mental flagpoles in India,
which is the highest number in
the world for a country.

Besides India, there are 13
more countries, which have got
such monumental flagpoles.
The concept of the
Monumental flagpoles in India
was conceived and introduced
by the founder of the Flag
Foundation, Naveen Jindal on
January 23, 2009. The first
monumental flagpole measur-
ing 207 ft. high was installed at
Kaithal, Haryana. Mammoth
sized National Flag on such
lofty height is known as
‘Monumental Flag’, which is not
lowered at the sunset as they
are adequately illuminated even
during night. This was intro-
duced after a policy decision by
the Ministry of Home Affairs
on December 23, 2009, which
allowed the National Flag to fly
day and night on a flagpole of
a height of 100 ft. and above
with proper illumination.
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The Delhi Police has busted
a gang of digital shoplifters

who had developed an exper-
tise in digitally emptying pro-
motional e-vouchers by
exploiting security vulnerabil-
ities of famous e-commerce
websites . 

The arrested accused, who
have duped a website of �92
lakh — Sunny Nehra (23),
Azad Chaudhary (19) Prakhar
Agarwal (19) and Tejveer
Sheroran(18) — are Btech and
BCA students. 

Police said they received a
complaint from Voucha Gram
India at Hauz Khas police sta-
tion alleging that its website
was hacked and vouchers
around �1 crore were digitally
stolen through data tampering
of payment gateway ‘PayU’, on
December 30. Based on which,
a case of cheating and relevant

provisions of IT Act was regis-
tered.

A special team, including
ACP Rajender Pathania and

SHO Hauz Khas Sanjay
Sharma, was formed to crack
the complex cyber offence that
went through voluminous data

procured from various online
shopping portals and loss was
pegged at �92 lakh.

“‘During the investigation,

the team went through relevant
IP addresses, e-mails and
phone numbers, and managed
to trace prime accused, a
B.Tech dropout Sunny Nehra,”
said Ishwar Singh, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(South).

All the four accused,
including Nehra, had devel-
oped online associations with
hackers in the country and
abroad and were involved in
hacking for money by breaking
weakly encrypted e-commerce
portals, said police on
Wednesday.

Police said Nehra had
learnt from one of his hacker
friend that PayU, a leading pay-
ment gateway, was suffering
from vulnerability and could be
tested for data tampering. They
managed to hack the online
systems including the payment
gateway and indulged in
manipulating cash backs by
enhancing their value, using

same gift card again and again,
placing online orders without
any actual payment and mak-
ing small payments.

The digital money
siphoned off by them was used
on living a luxurious life and
buying sophisticated proxy
servers, virtual private net-
works, high end laptops used
by them. The e-vouchers dig-
itally shoplifted by the accused
were spent also in five star
hotels, air tickets, and renting
expensive cars to go to parties
and hotels with their girl
friends, said the DCP.

Police have recovered a
laptop used for high-level pro-
gramming, with 256 GB RAM
and capable of supporting
hacking software, and latest I-
phones and pads.  Police said
they are analysing data and logs
of recovered equipment to
detect and establish other cyber
crimes and digital shoplifting
committed by the gang.

���"�����<���#
�������.0���%-�����
%
.����

��
������	���"������	�����������
������'&���$��
F�-	����*��
��G&HI"��J���4��	���
��G�'I�1
�$��

���
����G�'I�����.�%���
�-��
�
��G�:I�F��
��;�
�������
;4���
	���
���
1�����������
����
������������������
��
���8�	����#
��
�������
�,�	J�2������������
�
�������������
��
��
�������
�
�������$���������	���
���
�	�������
�
����
������
����
�
�����
�
�	�����
��
����
�������������
���
����
K1�� 9"�����������
�H@
�	
����
��������
���
���"�
���
�������
�
�
�	���
������

�1����
�����"��������������������	���
�"������������

��

�����
�������	���"���;�.�����
����	
�-	����*��
�
����
�����	
����	��������	�����*��
���������������
��������������
�������
�����$�
�����
�����	�

�����
��
����������
�����������������$������
���������
�
��$�������$������
��
����������
�����

���

Visit us at www.indianarmy.nic.in www.facebook.com/Indianarmy.adgpi www.twitter.com/adgpi

PARAM VISHISHT SEVA MEDAL
1. LT GEN SATYA PAL SINGH KATEWA, AVSM, ARMY SERVICE CORPS
2. LT GEN RAKESH SHARMA, UYSM, AVSM, VSM, INFANTRY
3. LT GEN PRAVEEN BAKSHI, AVSM, VSM, ARMOURED
4. LT GEN SANJIV TALWAR, AVSM, ENGINEERS
5. LT GEN PALEPU RAVI SHANKAR, AVSM, VSM, ARTILLERY (Retd)
6. LT GEN AMIT SARIN, AVSM, SM, VSM, ARMY ORDNANCE CORPS
7. LT GEN RAJEEV VASANT KANITKAR, AVSM, SM, VSM, ARMOURED
8. LT GEN JAGBIR SINGH, AVSM, SM, VSM, MECHANISED INFANTRY (Retd)
9. LT GEN PATTIARIMAL MOHAMEDALI HARIZ,

AVSM, SM, VSM, MECHANISED INFANTRY
10. LT GEN RAYMOND JOSEPH NORONHA, AVSM**, SM, INFANTRY
11. LT GEN KONSAM HIMALAY SINGH, UYSM, AVSM, YSM, INFANTRY
12. LT GEN NARINDER PAL SINGH HIRA, AVSM, SM, INFANTRY (Retd)
13. LT GEN SUBRATA SAHA, UYSM, YSM, VSM**, INFANTRY
14. LT GEN ASHOK BHIM SHIVANE, AVSM, VSM, ARMOURED
15. LT GEN BOBBY CHERIAN MATHEWS, AVSM**, VSM, INFANTRY
16. LT GEN RAJEEV TEWARI, AVSM, ARMOURED
17. LT GEN AVINASH LAXMAN CHAVAN, AVSM, SM, VSM, INFANTRY
18. LT GEN VINOD GULABRAO KHANDARE, AVSM, SM, INFANTRY
19. LT GEN VELU NAIR, AVSM, VSM**, ARMY MEDICAL CORPS
20. LT GEN MANOJ KUMAR UNNI, AVSM, VSM, ARMY MEDICAL CORPS
KIRTI CHAKRA
1. MAJ ROHIT SURI, INFANTRY
2. L/HAV PREM BAHADUR RESMI MAGAR, INFANTRY (POSTHUMOUS)
UTTAM YUDH SEVA MEDAL
1. LT GEN SHRAVAN KUMAR PATYAL, SM, INFANTRY
2. LT GEN RAJENDRA RAMRAO NIMBHORKAR, AVSM, SM**, VSM, INFANTRY
3. LT GEN SATISH DUA, SM, VSM, INFANTRY
4. LT GEN DEVRAJ ANBU, AVSM, YSM, SM, INFANTRY
5. LT GEN ABHAY KRISHNA, AVSM, SM, VSM, INFANTRY
BAR TO ATI VISHISHT SEVA MEDAL
1. LT GEN SURINDER SINGH, AVSM, VSM, INFANTRY
2. LT GEN ASHOK AMBRE, AVSM, SM, INFANTRY
ATI VISHISHT SEVA MEDAL
1. LT GEN RAMAN DHAWAN, VSM**, ARTILLERY
2. LT GEN JASTEJ SINGH MATHARU, VSM, ELECTRONICS

AND MECHANICAL ENGINEERS
3. LT GEN RAKESH KUMAR SHARMA, SM, INFANTRY
4. LT GEN BALBIR SINGH SANDHU, VSM, ARMY SERVICE CORPS
5. LT GEN JAGBIR SINGH CHEEMA, VSM, INFANTRY
6. LT GEN VINOD VASHISHT, VSM**, ARTILLERY
7. LT GEN PRADEEP SINGH MEHTA, VSM, ARMOURED
8. LT GEN VISHWAMBHAR SINGH, VSM, ENGINEERS
9. LT GEN PANKAJ KUMAR SRIVASTAVA, VSM, ARTILLERY
10. LT GEN VIVEK PRATAP SINGH, YSM, INFANTRY
11. LT GEN SHOKIN CHAUHAN, YSM, SM, VSM, INFANTRY
12. LT GEN MANOJ MUKUND NARAVANE, SM, VSM, INFANTRY
13. LT GEN ASHWANI KUMAR, VSM, ARMY AIR DEFENCE
14. LT GEN ASHISH RANJAN PRASAD, VSM, SIGNALS
15. LT GEN DUSHYANT SINGH, INFANTRY
16. LT GEN SUKH DAYAL DUHAN, VSM, ARMY MEDICAL CORPS
17. MAJ GEN ANIL KHOSLA, SM, VSM**, INFANTRY
18. MAJ GEN CHRISTOPHER EMANUEL FERNANDES, SM, VSM, INFANTRY
19. MAJ GEN IQROOP SINGH GHUMAN, INFANTRY
20. MAJ GEN HEMANT JONEJA, VSM, INFANTRY
21. MAJ GEN RAVENDRA PAL SINGH, VSM, MECHANISED INFANTRY
22. MAJ GEN HARPAL SINGH, VSM, ENGINEERS
23. MAJ GEN DEV ARVIND CHATURVEDI, SM, INFANTRY
24. MAJ GEN JAI SINGH NAIN, SM, INFANTRY
25. MAJ GEN GOPAL GURUNG, SM, INFANTRY
26. MAJ GEN JARKEN GAMLIN, SM, VSM, INFANTRY
27. MAJ GEN ASHOK KUMAR NARULA, INFANTRY
28. MAJ GEN HARINDER SINGH, YSM, SM, VSM, INFANTRY
29. MAJ GEN RAJINDER KUMAR, SM, VSM, JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL

DEPARTMENT
30. MAJ GEN RAJAT DATTA, SM, VSM, ARMY MEDICAL CORPS
SHAURYA CHAKRA
1. LT COL ATUL GUPTA, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
2. MAJ D VINAY REDDY, INFANTRY
3. MAJ RAJAT CHANDRA, INFANTRY
4. MAJ DEEPAK KUMAR UPADHYAY, INFANTRY
5. CAPT ASHUTOSH KUMAR, INFANTRY
6. CAPT ASHIK MB, INFANTRY
7. NB SUB VIJAY KUMAR, INFANTRY
8. HAV HANUMAN RAM SARAN, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
9. NK GAWADE PANDURANG MAHADEV, INFANTRY,

RASHTRIYA RIFLES (POSTHUMOUS)
10. PTR ABDUL QAYUM, INFANTRY
YUDH SEVA MEDAL
1. BRIG GOVIND KALWAD, INFANTRY
2. BRIG NAVDEEP SINGH BRAR, INFANTRY
3. BRIG ANUPAM BHAGI, SM, INFANTRY
4. BRIG SHRINJAY PRATAP SINGH, INFANTRY
5. BRIG HITTEN SAWHNEY, SM, INFANTRY
6. BRIG ZUBIN A MINWALLA, INFANTRY
7. COL RAJESH KUMAR SINGH, INFANTRY, ASSAM RIFLES
8. COL BAL BAHADUR PUN, SM, INFANTRY, ASSAM RIFLES
9. COL AMITABH WALAWALKAR, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
10. COL KAPIL YADAV, SM, INFANTRY
11. COL SUBHANJAN CHATTERJEE, INFANTRY
12. COL INDER PREET SINGH, INFANTRY
13. COL PRATYUSH KUMAR, INFANTRY
14. COL HARPREET SANDHU, SM, INFANTRY
BAR TO SENA MEDAL (GALLANTRY)
1. MAJ MANOJ DOBRIYAL, SM, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
2. CAPT SUSHANT SHARMA, SM, SIGNALS, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
3. HAV ANIL KUMAR, SM, INFANTRY
SENA MEDAL (GALLANTRY)
1. LT COL RANJIT SINGH PAWAR, ARMY ORDNANCE CORPS (POSTHUMOUS)
2. LT COL LAXMAN SINGH DEOPA, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
3. MAJ OLETY LAKSHMI VEERA NARESH, INFANTRY
4. MAJ KRISHNAN MANOJ KUMAR, ARMY ORDNANCE CORPS (POSTHUMOUS)
5. MAJ ANURAG PANWAR, INFANTRY
6. MAJ SHALENDER, SC, INFANTRY
7. MAJ PRABHANSHU SINGH, ARTILLERY
8. MAJ AMIT DESWAL, INFANTRY (POSTHUMOUS)
9. MAJ J AJAY NAIR, INFANTRY
10. MAJ HEGDE VINEET KUMAR P, ENGINEERS, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
11. MAJ RAKESH KUMAR, ARMY SERVICE CORPS, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
12. MAJ SHIVESH TIWARI, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
13. MAJ GAURAV GREWAL, ELECTRONICS AND MECHANICAL

ENGINEERS, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
14. MAJ MANISH KUMAR KADIAN, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
15. MAJ AMIT YADAV, INFANTRY
16. MAJ K AMIRTHA RAJ, MECHANISED INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
17. MAJ SANDEEP KUMAR, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
18. MAJ CHANDAN SINGH, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
19. MAJ ABHISHEK KUMAR, INFANTRY
20. MAJ VARUN SINGH, ENGINEERS, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
21. MAJ ATUL PARASHAR, ENGINEERS, RASHTRIYA RIFLES

22. MAJ NIKIL KUMAR, ARMOURED, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
23. MAJ ASHUTOSH SHUKLA, ARTILLERY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
24. MAJ NAVEEN JAJUNDA, INFANTRY
25. MAJ ANSHUL CHOUDHARY, ARMOURED, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
26. MAJ YENDE RAGHAVENDRA KUMAR, ENGINEERS, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
27. MAJ ARJUN CHAUHAN, ARMOURED, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
28. MAJ MUNESH GUJAR, INFANTRY
29. MAJ SUNIL KUMAR, INFANTRY
30. MAJ RAHUL KHAJURIA, INFANTRY
31. MAJ AJITPAL SINGH GILL, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
32. MAJ NITIN MATHEW, INFANTRY
33. MAJ BARDE HRISHIKESH ARUN, ENGINEERS, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
34. MAJ AJAY KUMAR PANDITA, ELECTRONICS AND MECHANICAL

ENGINEERS, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
35. CAPT KAMAL JANGID, MECHANISED INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
36. CAPT JONDHALE MANAS SUDHAKAR, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
37. CAPT SACHU C, ENGINEERS, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
38. CAPT NISCHAY BHATIA, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
39. CAPT SURESH KUMAR PATRA, INFANTRY
40. CAPT PRABHJOT SINGH, SIGNALS, ARMY AVIATION
41. CAPT MANNIK SHARMA, ENGINEERS, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
42. LT RANJIT SINGH, INFANTRY
43. SUB MANGAL SINGH, INFANTRY
44. SUB GINJALA GANGA RAJU, INFANTRY
45. SUB PATIL SUNIL NAMDEO, INFANTRY
46. SUB HOBIR SEN, INFANTRY
47. NB SUB BIPIN CHANDRA LOHANI, INFANTRY
48. HAV RAKESH CHANDEL, INFANTRY
49. HAV JITENDER KUMAR, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
50. HAV SREENATH MURMU, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
51. HAV ANIL KUMAR, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
52. HAV ILASH PRADHAN, INFANTRY
53. HAV K ATHINARAYANAN, INFANTRY
54. HAV DALIP SINGH, SC, INFANTRY
55. NK ARVIND JAGGI, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
56. NK RAN SINGH, DEFENCE SECURITY CORPS (POSTHUMOUS)
57. NK ARVIND SINGH CHAUHAN, ARTILLERY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
58. NK VIJAYAKUMAR S, ENGINEERS (POSTHUMOUS)
59. NK SUKHWINDER SINGH, ENGINEERS, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
60. NK NEMI CHAND, ARMOURED, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
61. NK MANOHAR CHAND, GUARDS, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
62. L/NK NATARAJAN N, INFANTRY
63. L/NK NETRAM GURJAR, INFANTRY
64. L/NK HARJINDER SINGH, INFANTRY, SPECIAL GROUP
65. L/NK VISHAL SHARMA, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
66. L/NK SHANKAR BHUJEL, INFANTRY
67. L/NK RAJINDER SINGH, INFANTRY
68. L/NK DHANANJAY YADAV, GUARDS, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
69. L/NK YOGESH KUMAR, INFANTRY
70. SEP DEEPAK SINGH, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
71. SEP RAKESH KUMAR, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
72. SEP HEERA SINGH NEGI, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
73. SEP GOVIND SINGH, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
74. SEP ATUL KUMAR, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
75. SEP RAM CHANDER, DEFENCE SECURITY CORPS (POSTHUMOUS)
76. SEP BIRJEN TERON, TERRITORIAL ARMY (H&H) ASSAM
77. SEP BALDEV SINGH, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
78. SEP SATYA PRAKASH SINGH, DEFENCE SECURITY CORPS (POSTHUMOUS)
79. SEP SATISH, DEFENCE SECURITY CORPS (POSTHUMOUS)
80. SEP AJEET KUMAR, MECHANISED INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
81. RFN BIBEK PUN MAGAR, INFANTRY
82. RFN KAZI ZUBER PASHA HABIB, INFANTRY
83. RFN JASBIR SINGH, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
84. SIGMN AJAY SINGH CHOUDHARY, SIGNALS, RASHTRIYA RIFLES (POSTHUMOUS)
85. GDSMN RAMTHARZELA, GUARDS, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
86. GDSMN RAHUL BANSAL, GUARDS, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
87. GNR ANIL KUMAR TAMANG, ARTILLERY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
88. GNR KARNAPUTI VS NAGAMALLESWARA NAIDU, ARTILLERY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
89. PTR DEVESH SINGH, INFANTRY
90. PTR OM PRAKASH YADAV, INFANTRY
91. PTR IQBAL SINGH, INFANTRY
BAR TO SENA MEDAL (DISTINGUISHED)
1. BRIG RAJWANT SINGH, SM, INFANTRY
2. BRIG GULJEET SINGH JAMWAL, SM, INFANTRY
3. BRIG RAJIV GHAI, SM, INFANTRY
4. COL ANIL KUMAR JOSHI, SM, INFANTRY
SENA MEDAL (DISTINGUISHED)
1. MAJ GEN VINOD KUMAR, VSM, ARMY AIR DEFENCE
2. MAJ GEN PRAVEEN DIXIT, VSM**, ARMOURED
3. MAJ GEN HARISH THUKRAL, INFANTRY
4. MAJ GEN ANOOP KUMAR V, INFANTRY
5. MAJ GEN GIRI RAJ SINGH, ARMY ORDNANCE CORPS
6. BRIG ANIL PURI, VSM, ENGINEERS
7. BRIG RAVIN KHOSLA, VSM, INFANTRY
8. BRIG SANJIV RAI, VSM, INFANTRY
9. BRIG KOTNATH VENUGOPAL, INFANTRY
10. BRIG SANJAY KUMAR VIDYARTHI, ENGINEERS
11. BRIG DEVINDER PAL SINGH, INTELLIGENCE CORPS
12. BRIG HARMINDER SINGH KAHLON, ENGINEERS
13. BRIG VIJAY KUMAR SHARMA, ARTILLERY
14. BRIG RAJIV CHHIBBER, INFANTRY
15. BRIG RAJU BAIJAL, INFANTRY
16. BRIG AJEET SINGH GAHLOT, INFANTRY
17. BRIG DHEERENDRA SINGH KUSHWAH, INFANTRY
18. BRIG ANOOP SHINGHAL, ARTILLERY
19. BRIG SD MULGUND, ARMY MEDICAL CORPS
20. BRIG MATTAKAROTTU JOSEPH JACOB, ARMY MEDICAL CORPS
21. COL HARI KIRPAL SINGH BATH, ARTILLERY
22. COL LAWINDER SINGH, INFANTRY
23. COL KARANBIR SINGH GREWAL, INFANTRY
24. COL PARAMJEET SINGH CHEEMA, VSM, INFANTRY
25. COL MANISH RANA, INFANTRY
26. COL SHISHIR THAMMAIAH, INFANTRY
27. COL AMIT BISHT, INFANTRY
28. COL RANBIR SINGH, INFANTRY
29. COL RITESH KATOCH, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
30. COL MANAS KUMAR MOHAPATRA, INFANTRY
31. COL HARINDER SINGH BILLING, ENGINEERS
32. LT COL VIVEK AGRAWAL, ARMY MEDICAL CORPS
33. MAJ VARUN RATHI, ARTILLERY, ASSAM RIFLES
34. MAJ KULDEEP SINGH, ENGINEERS
35. NK BISHNU BAHADUR RANA, INFANTRY
36. CRAFTSMEN BRIJ LAL YADAV, ELECTRONICS AND

MECHANICAL ENGINEERS, ARMY AVIATION
BAR TO VISHISHT SEVA MEDAL
1. MAJ GEN RAJIV EDWARDS, VSM, ARMOURED
2. MAJ GEN TARANJIT SINGH, VSM, ARMOURED
3. MAJ GEN SANJAY VERMA, VSM, ELECTRONICS AND MECHANICAL ENGINEERS
4. BRIG GOPAL VERMA, VSM, INTELLIGENCE CORPS
VISHISHT SEVA MEDAL
1. LT GEN RANBIR SINGH SALARIA, ARTILLERY

2. LT GEN BIPIN PURI, ARMY MEDICAL CORPS
3. LT GEN PAWAN KAPOOR, ARMY MEDICAL CORPS
4. MAJ GEN VIJAY PANDE, MECHANISED INFANTRY
5. MAJ GEN PARAMJIT SINGH, ELECTRONICS AND MECHANICAL ENGINEERS
6. MAJ GEN PATTACHERAVANDA CHENGAPPA THIMMAYA, MECHANISED INFANTRY
7. MAJ GEN MILIND HEMANT THAKUR, ARMY SERVICE CORPS
8. MAJ GEN PANKAJ SAXENA, INFANTRY
9. MAJ GEN ANUJ MATHUR, INFANTRY
10. MAJ GEN RAJEEV SABHERWAL, SIGNALS
11. MAJ GEN BOLLINA VENKATA RAO, ENGINEERS
12. MAJ GEN VIPIN GUPTA, ARMY SERVICE CORPS
13. MAJ GEN PREM MOHAN VATS, MECHANISED INFANTRY
14. MAJ GEN AMARDEEP SINGH BHINDER, ARMOURED
15. MAJ GEN GANESH SINGH BISHT, INFANTRY
16. MAJ GEN RAJESH RANA, ARMY ORDNANCE CORPS
17. MAJ GEN JAGTAR SINGH, ARMY MEDICAL CORPS
18. MAJ GEN NANJUDARAO SRINATH, ARMY MEDICAL CORPS
19. MAJ GEN ARUP KUMAR PAL, ARMY DENTAL CORPS
20. BRIG JAGBIR SINGH DHULL, ELECTRONICS AND MECHANICAL ENGINEERS
21. BRIG RAJIV SAWHNEY, ENGINEERS
22. BRIG ARUN SABHERWAL, SIGNALS
23. BRIG PP PRAKASH SINGH, ARTILLERY
24. BRIG HARKIRAT SINGH, ARTILLERY
25. BRIG AJAI KUMAR SINGH, SM, INFANTRY
26. BRIG NIRAJ SETH, INFANTRY
27. BRIG SAVNEET SINGH, SM, INFANTRY
28. BRIG C BANSI PONNAPPA, INFANTRY
29. BRIG RAJ VIJAYENDRA SINGH, ARMY SERVICE CORPS
30. BRIG RAJINDER BHATIA, INFANTRY
31. BRIG AJAY KHANDPUR, ARTILLERY
32. BRIG SHIV PAL SINGH, SM, INFANTRY
33. BRIG RAJAT KUMAR MATHUR, ARTILLERY
34. BRIG MUKUND SHARMA, ENGINEERS
35. BRIG VINAY KUMAR SINGH, ELECTRONICS AND MECHANICAL ENGINEERS
36. BRIG RAJENDER SINGH RAWAT, ARMY ORDNANCE CORPS
37. BRIG SANDEEP MAHAJAN, ARMY SERVICE CORPS
38. BRIG AJAI SINGH NEGI, INFANTRY
39. BRIG HARISH CHANDRA JOSHI, JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL DEPARTMENT
40. BRIG RAJEEV PURI, INFANTRY
41. BRIG BIKRAMDEEP SINGH, ELECTRONICS AND MECHANICAL ENGINEERS
42. BRIG RANBIR SINGH VASHISTHA, INFANTRY
43. BRIG KRISHAN PAL SINGH, INFANTRY
44. BRIG ANUPINDER BEVLI, ARTILLERY
45. BRIG ALOK CHANDRA, INFANTRY
46. BRIG ASHISH KUMAR DAS, ENGINEERS
47. BRIG SURENDER MOHAN, ARMY MEDICAL CORPS
48. BRIG SAGARIKA PATYAL, SM, ARMY MEDICAL CORPS
49. BRIG ATUL KOTWAL, SM, ARMY MEDICAL CORPS
50. BRIG GANESH CHANDRA SATAPATHY, ARMY MEDICAL CORPS
51. COL ABHAYA BHATNAGAR, ARMOURED
52. COL VIKAS GUPTA, ARMY AIR DEFENCE
53. COL OM PRAKASH VAISHNAV, ARMY AIR DEFENCE
54. COL GURPREET SINGH CHOUDHRY, ARMY AIR DEFENCE
55. COL SANDEEP KUMAR SINGH, SIGNALS
56. COL SIVA THAMIZHAMUTHAN, MECHANISED INFANTRY
57. COL BALBIR SINGH, INFANTRY
58. COL GURBIR SINGH, ARTILLERY
59. COL MONISH DASS, ENGINEERS
60. COL TUSHAR SHARMA, INFANTRY
61. COL SHUBHANKAR BASU, SM, INFANTRY
62. COL AMITABH JHA, SM, INFANTRY
63. COL DHANANJAY M BHOSALE, SM, ARMY AVIATION
64. COL HAOBAM ROMESH SINGH, INFANTRY, ASSAM RIFLES
65. COL BALJINDER SINGH UPPAL, INFANTRY
66. COL RINCHEN DORJE, INFANTRY
67. COL HEMANT SINGH PONWAR, INFANTRY
68. COL BIRENDRA KUMAR ROY, INFANTRY
69. COL AVNEESH SINGH, SM, INFANTRY
70. COL SANJAY SHARMA, ARMY MEDICAL CORPS
71. COL PAWAN DHULL, ARMY MEDICAL CORPS
72. LT COL SAMEER N PARVATIKAR, ARMY AVIATION
MENTION-IN-DESPATCHES
OPERATION MEGHDOOT
1. LT COL DUSHYANT KUMAR CHAUDHARY, ARMY AVIATION
2. MAJ NITIN SHIVAJIRAO BHIKANE, ARMY AVIATION
3. MAJ PRASHANT MISHRA, ARTILLERY, ARMY AVIATION
4. MAJ LOTOS SPALGES, INFANTRY
OPERATION RAKSHAK
1. LT COL RAJESH VILAS HANKARE, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
2. MAJ VIPLOVE, INFANTRY
3. MAJ HARSHAL VASUDEV KACHARE, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
4. MAJ VIVEK SETH, SM, INFANTRY
5. MAJ UMESH BHATT, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
6. MAJ PRAFULLA TYAGI, INFANTRY
7. MAJ PRATEEK SHRIVASTAVA, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
8. MAJ SUMIT JOSHI, ARMY SERVICE CORPS, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
9. CAPT RAVI RAJAN, INFANTRY
10. SUB RANJIT SINGH, INFANTRY
11. SUB MURUGAN R, INFANTRY
12. NB SUB PURAN SINGH, INFANTRY
13. HAV DALJIT SINGH, INFANTRY
14. HAV PARAMJIT SINGH, INFANTRY
15. HAV DEVINDER KUMAR, INFANTRY
16. HAV PURNA BAHADUR GURUNG, INFANTRY
17. HAV YOGENDRA SINGH, INFANTRY
18. HAV RAJ KUMAR, INFANTRY
19. HAV SHISHPAL, INFANTRY
20. HAV MANOJ KUMAR, INFANTRY
21. NK BALBIR SINGH, INFANTRY
22. NK SRINIVASA RAO DANETI, INFANTRY
23. NK KAUSHAL KUMAR SINGH, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
24. NK DEEPENDRA BAHADUR KHATRI, INFANTRY
25. NK RAKESH KUMAR, INFANTRY
26. L/NK PRATAP KUMAR BEURA, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
27. L/NK AMANDEEP SINGH, INFANTRY
28. SEP AMARJEET SINGH, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
29. SEP SHAKTI SINGH, INFANTRY, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
30. RFN PURNA BAHADUR THAPA, INFANTRY
31. PTR MUDASIR AHMAD YATOO, INFANTRY
32. SPR PAGAR ABHAY HARIBHAU, ENGINEERS, RASHTRIYA RIFLES
OPERATION RHINO
1. MAJ VASHUDEV NEHRA, INFANTRY
2. CAPT SURENDRA SINGH, INFANTRY
3. LT TRIPATPREET SINGH, ARMY SERVICE CORPS, INFANTRY
4. NB SUB RAGHUBANSH SINGH KUSHWAH, INFANTRY
5. L/HAV SUMER SINGH, INFANTRY
OPERATION ORCHID
1. L/NK JOHNNY LOTHA, INFANTRY, ASSAM RIFLES
2. ASST COMDT HANUMAN SINGH, ASSAM RIFLES
OPERATION HIFAZAT
1. MAJ SAIKAT DE, ENGINEERS, ASSAM RIFLES
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Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal termed his

Government’s work as “revo-
lutionary while he suggested
the Centre and States to adopt
it as a “model of progress” for
the development in the sector
of health and education across
the country.  

While addressing the
‘Republic Day’ function at

Chattarsal Stadium on
Wednesday, Kejriwal focused
on Aam Aadmi Party’s  (AAP)
“good governance” agenda.
During his 23-minute speech,
he emphasised only the praise-
worthy work of AAP, sending
an indirect message to the vot-
ers in poll-bound Punjab and
Goa where his party has high
hopes.

“When our Government
was formed in Delhi, we

focused on education, health
and brought revolution in these
two sectors. In the first budget,
we doubled education funds
besides increasing health bud-
get by one-and-a-half times.
Some people criticise
Government for spending a lot
of money on health and edu-
cation, but I don’t consider it as
an expenditure, but as future
investment,” Kejriwal said in his
address. The Delhi Chief
Minister said if people are
educated and healthy, country
will progress swiftly.

“I want to send a message
on the occasion of Republic
Day that if Centre and all State
Governments today
(Wednesday) vow to focus on
education and health our coun-

try will make great strides.
“This is good that there are

best private schools and hos-
pitals. But, giving quality edu-
cation and healthcare facilties
is also the responsibility of
any Government,” he stressed.

He also said the Delhi
Government is setting up 1,000
mohalla clinics and 122 poly
clinics across the city to provide
quality health facilities to the
people in the national Capital.

Kejriwal, however, said
there are several things “we are
yet to do and I am very sure we
will go long way and succeed
with the blessing of people”.

Without mentioning BJP
and Congress, he said the peo-
ple of Delhi had uprooted
“established” political parties

two years back and given man-
date to a new party (AAP) of
the common man and “I con-
gratulated Delhiites” for that.

Lauding his deputy Manish
Sisodia for works in education
sector, the Delhi CM said the
Government has constructed
around 10,000 rooms to decon-
gest classrooms and also sent
teachers and principals of gov-
ernment schools to IIM and
abroad for better training.

He claimed the facilities the
Delhi Government is providing
in its schools are not available
in schools across the globe.
He also said the Delhi
Government did not allow pri-
vate schools to increase fee and
let education turn into a busi-
ness. 
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In a bid to avoid unwanted situation following the threat of Jat
agitation on January 29, the Gurugram city administration has

decided to deploy around 4,000 police across the city and had con-
ducted a mock drill last Sunday.

The city police claimed that they are well equipped with anti-
riot vehicles, water cannons etc to deal with any unwanted situ-
ation during the agitation. The security of all sensitive points like
Delhi-Gurugram border, Gurugram-Jhajjar Border and Gurugram-
Mewat border has been stepped up.

Also, traffic movement on the NH-8
(National Highway), roadways depots and
railway station will be under close watch.
Apart from the police personnel, Rapid
Action Force (RAF), Quick Response
Team (QRT) will also be deployed to han-
dle the protesters. “We have taken all the
necessary preparations to deal with an agitation. We have given
special training to our several police team to tackle any problem
during the protest,” said Manish Sehgal, spokesperson of
Gurugram Police.

Yashpal Malik, president of All India Jat Arakshan Sangharsh
Samiti(AIJSS), had announced that from January 29, peaceful
protests would be launched in all districts of Haryana untilled the
demand fulfilled.

Last year around 19 districts of the State witnessed massive
protests over the issue in which 30 people dead and over 200
injured. Sonipat, Jind, Rohtak, Panipat, Jhajjar, Hisar and other
districts were the worst affected during the Jat agitation last year.
The Government and private property worth hundreds of crores
was damaged and set on fire.
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Senior police officer and Registrar
of Jamia Millia Islamia, AP

Siddiqui, has been awarded President’s
Medal for Distinguished Service on
the occasion of country’s 68th
Republic Day.

Siddiqui, a 1991 batch IPS officer
of Himachal Pradesh cadre who
joined as Registrar JMI on deputation
in October last year, is also the recip-
ient of President’s Police Medal for
Meritorious Service in 2008.

President’s Police Medal is a dec-
oration awarded to members of law
enforcement in India for distin-
guished service in the police or in cen-
tral police or security organisations.
Before joining Jamia, Siddiqui was
Additional Director General of Police
(Headquarter) in Himachal Pradesh.

Besides serving as district police
chief in three districts in Himachal
Pradesh, he was also Superintendent
of Police (Anti Corruption). In 2001
he was part of the UN’s Mission in
Kosovo. He has also served at the
Narcotics Control Bureau in Delhi
from 2004-09 on deputation.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal has received

death threats on his official e-
mail following which Police
Commissioner Alok Verma
has been approached by the city
Government to look into the
matter. 

The case is being investi-
gated by the Crime Branch,
confirmed Ravindra Yadav,
Joint Commissioner of Police
(Crime) on Wednesday.

Sources in the Delhi
Government said the death
threat was sent to Kejriwal
through email on Wednesday
as well as Friday.

Delhi Home Secretary S N
Sahay has apprised Police
Commissioner Verma about
the threat and requested him to
look into it urgently.   

Sahay has also forwarded
the threat emails to the police
commissioner, sources said.
The sender of the mails has not
disclosed identity. 
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Ahead of the Republic Day celebra-
tions, security agencies have alert-

ed the Delhi Police personnel to look
out for stray animals in and around the
India Gate area on Thursday. According
to senior police officers of the Delhi
Police, they have been notified that
alleged terrorists can hide a bomb in the
belly of cattle. 

“According to the security alert
issued by the security agencies, as
many as 15,000 police personnel, per-
sonnel from the Central Police agencies
will be solely deployed in the India 
Gate area.

Sources said the Delhi police, is
making all efforts to ensure a safe
Republic Day. Police Commissioner
Alok Kumar Verma has cancelled
leaves of all police officials for January

26. Cops have been directed to keep
sufficient bullet-proof jackets in every
PCR van.

Areas around India Gate have
been put under a massive security
cover. The charge of ensuring security
has been completely taken over by secu-
rity units, both the Delhi Police and the
Special Protection Group (SPG), and
the Ministry of Defence from the
CISF.

Sufficient canine squads from the
CISF, ITBP, the Delhi Police and Army
are sniffing out each and every inch of
the area to look for sabotage devices like
IEDs and bombs.

A multi-tier ground-to-air securi-
ty ring has been thrown to thwart ter-
ror attacks at Indian Gate. Drone detec-
tors and paragliders, apart from tyre
killers at 44 blockades are also going to
be put in place to secure the area. Over
9,000 men will be deployed. Around 500
CCTV cameras will be placed on the
rooftops. “The area is sanitised a dozen
times daily with the help of the dog
squad and bomb detection teams.
Quick response teams (QRT) patrol at
the periphery. The CISF intelligence
wing is sharing inputs with other agen-
cies to strengthen the security rings,”
said a senior CISF officer.
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Sweden terminated investiga-
tion into Bofors arms scandal

in an attempt to shield then
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
from embarrassment as it felt
further probe may throw up
more revelations of bribes to
Indian officials in the deal, a
declassified CIA report said.

It said details of the bribery
payments were kept secret under
a "scheme" as Sweden wanted to
"save" Gandhi from troubles
caused due to a Swedish leak
while the Nobel Industries, the
main company, wanted to avoid
an indictment.

"Stockholm wanted to save
Gandhi the troubles caused to
him by the Swedish leak, and
Nobel Industries wanted to avoid
a bribery indictment. 

"The two sides cooperated,
therefore, on a scheme to keep
the details of the payments scret.
Stockholm eventually called off
the entire bribery investigation,"
the secret CIA report on Bofors
arms scandal said.

The report dated march 4,
1988 by the American spy
agency said a separate police
investigation into the scam was

terminated in late January 1988
following a trip by the Indian
Prime Minister Gandhi to
Stockholm.

"Sweden claimed inability to
track the payments through
Swiss bank accounts after mak-

ing a half-hearted request for
Swiss assistance," it said.

Nobel Industries AB was
created in 1984 after the merg-
er of the Swedish chemical firm
KemaNobel with the Swedish
weapons maker Bofors.
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Indira Gandhi's efforts to
promote her younger son

Sanjay as her successor were
not taken seriously by the
then Soviet Union and it antic-
ipated that Rajiv would be her
heir apparent, as per declassi-
fied CIA documents.

In a report prepared a day
after Indira Gandhi's assassi-
nation on October 31, 1984,
the CIA assessed that Moscow
will be well placed to manip-
ulate India's heightened secu-
rity concerns in the wake of
her killing and Rajiv's success
in containing retribution
against Sikhs would strength-
en Soviet influence over India.

The American spy agency
was of the view that the assas-
sination of India's then Prime
Minister had cost the USSR one
of its "most important" allies in
the third world holding her role
in forging close ties was "piv-
otal" though the Soviets had
worked painstakingly to insti-
tutionalise the relationship.

"The Soviets did not take
seriously Gandhi's effort to
promote her younger son
Sanjay as her successor but did
not make the same mistake
when Rajiv became the heir
apparent after Sanjay's death in
1980," said the report made
public recently along with
nearly 12 million declassified
pages.
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New Delhi: The Centre on
Wednesday announced that
more Central institutions could
be given increased autonomy
and freed from Government's
"micro-management” on the
lines of the IIM Bill which was
given its full autonomy a day
earlier.

HRD Minister Prakash
Javadekar said that the IIM Bill

2017 is an indication that other
institutes, which excel in their
field, could get more autonomy.
He said it was being considered
that best institutions are given
maximum autonomy, those
which are average get some
autonomy and some regulation
while a different system is
there for those which are not
performing too well.

As he emphasised on the
importance of giving more
autonomy, Javadekar said that
Modi government is a very
democratic one where deci-
sions are taken on the basis of
consultations. "In this
Government, no letter comes
from somewhere," he said in
what appeared a dig at politi-
cal rivals. ���
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The Ministry of informa-
tion & broadcasting on

Wednesday said that cable
TV users in phase III urban
areas will not be able to watch
television after 31 January
without set-top boxes. Phase
III areas include 630 districts
across 34 states and union ter-
ritories including Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh,
Lakshadweep, Madhya
Pradesh, Gujarat and Bihar.

As per a statement from the
Ministry, cable subscribers in
the aforesaid areas are to start

using set-top boxes (STBs),
"failing which they would not
be able to watch TV services
through Cable TV Networks
after 31 January, 2017."

The Cable Television
Networks (Regulation)
Amendment Act, 2011 had
mandated a switchover of the
existing analog cable TV net-
works to digital addressable
system (DAS) in four phases.
Digital  switch-over has
already taken place in phase I
and II areas, while it was
scheduled to be completed in
phase III and phase IV areas
by 31 December 2016.
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The Election Commission
has requested the RBI to

enhance cash withdrawal limit
of candidates contesting
Assembly polls to Rs 2 lakh per
week from the �24,000 imposed
post demonetisation as they
would find it difficult to meet
their campaign expenditure.
In a letter to RBI Governor
Urijit Patel, Director General
(Election Expenditure) Dilip
Sharma said that this enhanced
limit may be kept in place only
till the date of declaration of

results on March 11, 2017.
"The ECI has been apprised

of the problems being faced by
the candidates from different
political parties due to imposi-
tion of limits on withdrawal of
cash from banks," the letter said.
The poll panel said despite
paying amounts through
cheques, candidates still need
hard cash for petty expenses.

The Commission said with
a weekly withdrawal limit of
�24,000, a candidate would be
able to withdraw �96,000 in
cash during the election process
which lasts three to four week.
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Ringing alarm bells, the
Railway Ministry on

Wednesday said that it report-
ed 45 cases of attempted sabo-
tage and tampering of railway
tracks last year. The Ministry's
claims come amid increase in
train accidents, one of which is
even said to be a sabotage car-
ried out by Pakistan's ISI
through Bihar-based Indian
operatives.

In a hurriedly-convened
Press conference, Railway
Board Member Mohd Jamshed
said that of the 45 cases -- 18
of them were extremist activi-
ties in Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Odisha and other states. "In 13
cases, IEDs were recovered by
the side of the tracks, 7 cases
were of explosion and three
cases were of tampering of
equipments like removal of
fishplates etc reported,"
Jamshed said.

He said there has been an
increase in derailments this
year. "An investigation is done
by zonal, divisional and com-
missioner railway safety (CRS)
to assess the cause of an acci-
dent," Jamshed said at the Press
briefing which he had to
address at the Delhi Division
DRM office since Rail Bhawan
premises was sealed in view of
Republic Day security. 

Hinting at the possibility of
sabotage in the recent spate of
train derailments, Jamshed said
intensive safety campaigns have
been launched with inputs of
teams from Japan and Korea to
stop such incidents.
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From Page 1
Priyanka’s  husband

Robert Vadra also attacked
the BJP leader and demand-
ed that Katiyar publicly apol-
ogise for his “misogynistic
and atrocious” comments.

Earl ier,  asked about
Priyanka being named as a
star  campaigner by the
Congress for UP polls, Katiyar
had said, “It doesn’t matter...
there are girls and women
who are more beautiful than
her and are also star cam-
paigners. Some of them are
artistes and heroines...They
are more beautiful than her. I
think Smriti Irani is beautiful
and she is also campaigning.”

The BJP leader, associat-
ed in the past with the
Ramjanmabhumi movement,
said, “I only said beauty does
not get votes and what is

wrong if someone is beautiful.
I respect women and there is
no question of apologizing.”

In the recent weeks
Priyanka has played a key role
in sewing together an alliance
between the Congress and
the Samajwadi Party for UP
Assembly elections.

Congress chief spokesper-
son Randeep Surjewala said
the BJP has “insulted” India’s
womanhood and such con-
duct, behaviour and words
prove the BJP’s mentality. 

The Congress leader also
said that if Modi and Shah
have any respect left for
women, they should display
courage by initiating action
against  Katiyar for his
remarks otherwise women
will show their power by vot-
ing against the BJP in the
upcoming Assembly polls in

five States.
Katiyar, later said, “I have

huge respect for women...I
haven’t said anything wrong.
I was only replying to a jour-
nalist’s question. Priyanka is
like my niece.”

Meanwhile, Sharad Yadav,
who made his controversial
remarks at a function in Bihar
to emphasise the importance
of votes, has been sent a
notice by the National
Commission for Women.

Yadav had in the past
come in for criticism over his
comments about BJP leader
Smriti Irani in Rajya Sabha
and also making light of “bal
kati” (short-haired) “modern
women.”

The JD(U)’s  general sec-
retary KC Tyagi reacted say-
ing the party was “sorry” if
Yadav’s remarks had hurt any-
body. Yadav who was appar-
ently speaking on importance
of a vote reportedly com-
pared it to a “woman’s hon-

our”.
“The importance of the

ballot paper has to be told to
everyone and everywhere ...
Vote’s prestige is bigger than
the prestige of a daughter. If
a daughter’s prestige is com-
promised, it will only affect a
village. But if the vote’s pres-
tige is compromised or sold,
then it impacts the entire
nation,” Yadav said.

Subhashini Ali, senior
CPI(M) leader and All India
Democratic  Women’s
Association president, said
politicians needed to be cau-
tious when talking about
women.

“Sharad Yadav is a mature
politician, but off and on he
makes comments like these
which reflect his warped
understanding of women.
Politicians need to exercise
great caution while talking
about girls and women in this
country as they are quite
unsafe,” she said.

From Page 1
They have the maturity

and the 2014 election was an
example when after 30 years
the electorate gave clear verdict
in favour of a particular party.
He said simultaneous polls can
remove lot of inconvenience
both in terms of expenditure
and management and hailed
the role of the Election
Commission in helping the
voters and providing them
with the necessary infrastruc-
ture to come out and vote in
large numbers.

Mukherjee noted that in
the 2014 general elections, 66
per cent of the voters used their
franchise, the highest ever. 

His remarks appreciating
the role of the Commission in
voter awareness comes against
the backdrop of some politicians
claiming that the EC has over-
stepped its mandate of election
management by getting into the
realm of voter awareness and

education. The President said
despite having a small set up at
Nirvachan Sadan — the
Election Commission head-
quarters — the Commission has
in the past held elections in try-
ing circumstances. He said it
takes the help of the bureau-
cracy and teachers in the State
told elections.

Mukherjee conferred
national awards for best elec-
toral practices for 2016 on 12
officers. On the occasion, the
President gave election photo
identity cards (EPICs) to five
new young voters and felici-
tated six future voters. The
President said he was confident
the Election Commission can
maintain its existing standards
and continues to improvise
and evolve. 

In his address, Chief
Election Commissioner Dr
Nasim Zaidi said last year, the
poll panel enrolled 1.32 crore
voters on its registry. The elec-
toral roll is considerably puri-
fied. About 3.5 million voters
have been removed from the
roll due to various reasons. The
Chief Election Commissioner

released the book `Unfolding
Indian Elections – Journey of
living democracy’ and pre-
sented first copy to the
President. Dr Zaidi hoped that
the first time and future voters
will get encouraged to be part
of electoral process. Election
Commissioners DP Rawat and
AK Joti, Chief Electoral Officer
of Delhi, Chandra Bhushan
Kumar, representatives of polit-
ical parties, former CECs ,
heads of 15 Election
Management Bodies, interna-
tional organisations and offi-
cers of ECI attended the
national level function. 

Delhi CEO also conferred
an award for opening of elec-
toral museum that is first in the
country. Tamil Nadu has been
awarded for best electoral prac-
tices this year.

Zaidi said new citizens in
recently exchanged enclaves
between India and Bangladesh
for the first time joined the
electoral process. The oldest
voter Mohd Asghar Ali (104)
got to vote for the first time in
his entire life time.  Ali passed
away recently.

-������.!���������

1
�JL��������
��
�"���
���

�-�����!���"����

*#.���$��<* ���7�����

����%��>>><����"�1���
"�-�����
��
�1�����8���	����

��	�� � ;��

Burj Khalifa,
the world's

tallest building, lit
up on Wednesday
night in
Tricolours - saf-
fron, white and
green - to mark
68th Republic
Day of India.

"Tonight we
celebrate India's
68th Republic
Day with a spec-
tacular LED illu-
mination of the
Indian National
f lag on
# Bu r j K h a l i f a !
#India," the offi-
cial Twitter
account of Burj
Khalifa tweeted in
both English and Arabic lan-
guages.

The building in Dubai,
which stands at 823 metres, was

named in honour of the ruler
of Abu Dhabi and president of
the United Arab Emirates
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan.
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Chief Justice of India (CJI)
JS Khehar has reinstated

Justice Madan B Lokur of the
Supreme Court as the head of
the E-committee after he was
removed without notice by
former CJI TS Thakur and
replaced by a retired judge of
Rajasthan High Court.

The E-committee of the
Supreme Court, set up in 2004,
was formed to implement
computerization of all courts
across the country and to
equip courts with the latest
Information Technology and
Communications tools.

By an order dated January
20, the E-committee's Patron-
in-chief CJI Khehar made
Justice Lokur as Judge-in-
Charge, replacing the appoint-

ment of former Rajasthan High
Court Chief Justice Sunil
Ambwani. The e-Committee
also consists of Supreme Court
judges Justices AM
Khanwilkar, DY Chandrachud
and two others. The invitee
members include Attorney
General Mukul Rohatgi,
Solicitor General Ranjit
Kumar, and Justice BD Ahmed
of Delhi High Court among
others.

In 2012, Justice Lokur was
made the judge in-charge of
the panel for the first time.
Under him, the Committee
successfully launched the
National Judicial Data Grid for
district courts across the coun-
try. While he was working on
developing a similar Grid for
High Courts, the previous CJI
removed him without reason.
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Major Rohit Suri, who led
one of the Special Forces

teams to carry out surgical
strikes inside Pakistan occupied
Kashmir (PoK) on September
29 last year, has been awarded
Kirti Chakra, the second high-
est peace time gallantry medal
on the occasion of Republic
Day. Terrorist launch pads
were destroyed in the cross

border action besides 35-40 ter-
rorists were killed in the oper-
ation. Suri is from 4 Para
(Special Forces).

Besides Kirti Chakra, offi-
cers and jawans of the Special
Forces teams of 4 and 9 Para,
who took part in the surgical
strikes, also bagged at least five
Shaurya Chakra, the third
highest gallantry medal.
Twelve personnel got Sena
Medal(gallantry) apart from
Yudh Seva medals for com-
manding officers of 4 and 9
Para Special Forces.  The recip-
ients are Colonel Kapil Yadav
(9 Para) and Colonel Harpreet
Sandhu(4 Para).

The Shaurya Chakra

awardees included Major Rajat
Chandra(4 Para), Major
Deepak Kumar Upadhyay (9
Para), Captain Ashutosh
Kumar(4 Para), Naib Subedar
Vijay Kumar(4 Para) and
Abdul Qayum(9 Para).

In all, two Kirti Chakras
and 10 Shaurya Chakras were
announced while there is no
Ashok Chakra this year. It is the
highest peacetime gallantry
medal.

Lt General Praveen Bakshi
and Lt General PM Hariz, who
were superseded by General
Bipin Rawat in the race for
Army chief, were amongst
those awarded Param Vishisht
Seva Medal(PVSM).
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Upgrading their relation-
ship to a special status,

India and United Arab
Emirates (UAE) on Wednesday
signed the Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership (CSP)
agreement that will see closer
collaboration and synergy
between the two countries par-
ticularly in the areas of defence,
cyber space and counter-ter-
rorism.

The agreement was part of
the 14 pacts signed between the
two nations in the presence of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and the visiting Crown Prince
of Abu Dhabi, Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, following their bilat-
eral talks. The other agree-
ments included joint defence
production, cyber space and
maritime cooperation. In a
special arrangement, the two
leaders also decided to cut
down on procedural delays

and work expeditiously in pre-
vention of human trafficking
and speeding up rescue, recov-
ery and repatriation of victims
particularly women and 
children.

"Our Strategic Partnership
Agreement will make our rela-
tionship stronger at the politi-
cal, security and economic lev-
els," Al Nahyan said in a joint
press conference with Modi
after the bilateral talks.

Modi said transforming
energy ties in strategic direc-
tion and Afghanistan also came
up for discussions. "Our shared
concern on growing threat
from radicalisation and ter-
rorism is shaping our cooper-
ation. The MoU on defence
cooperation will help steer our
defence ties in right direction.
We also feel that our growing
engagement in countering vio-
lence and extremism is neces-
sary for securing our societies.
Our closer ties are of impor-
tance, not just to both our

countries but to the entire
neighbourhood. Our conver-
gence can help stabilise the
region," the PM said.

The agreement on defence
paves way for deeper collabora-
tion including joint ventures in
defence production and research
while the Cooperation on
Maritime Transport will provide
a framework for enhancing
bilateral maritime trade ties
through facilitating maritime
transport, free transfer of monies
between contracting parties and
reciprocal recognition of ships'
documents.

Prior to their delegation-
level talks at Hyderabad House,
Modi and the Crown Prince
held a one-on-one meeting for
nearly one hour discussing
issues pertaining to counter-
terrorism and security situation
in the South Asian region.
Sources said PM hosting Al
Nahyan at his residence was a
special honour bestowed on the
crown prince. The two leaders

later also took a small stroll in
the lush Hyderabad House
lawns prior to their delegation

level talks. In Dubai, as a spe-
cial honour, the Burj Khalifa
was decorated with the Indian

tri-colour with a spectacular
illumination through special
LED lights. 
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The CBI officers who probed
Satyam, Vyapam and

demonetisation-related cases
are among the 28 officers who
have been awarded with dis-
tinguished and meritorious
service medals on the occasion
of Republic Day. Officers and
jawans from BSF, CRPF, ITBP,
NSG, SSB and CISF were also
awarded with distinguished
and meritorious police medals
on the eve of the Republic day.

AYV Krishna, Joint
Director of CBI from
Hyderabad unit, had probed
the infamous multi-crore
Satyam scam by investigating
complex maze of accounts
books and other details and
managed to file charge sheet

within three months. His probe
saw conviction of Satyam Chief
Ramalinga Raju and others
along with severe fine. Krishna
has been awarded President's
Police Medal for Distinguished
Service this year.

Tarun Gauba, DIG, posted
in Chandigarh was involved in
the probe of Vyapam scam
which had rocked the political
scene as allegations of corrup-
tion were levelled in the selec-

tion of candidates through
Madhya Pradesh Professional
Examination Board also
known as Vyapam.

Other officers who have
been awarded with President's
Police Medal for Distinguished
Service include SP Sushil
Prasad Singh, PC Thenmozhi,
Additional SP Devendra Singh,
Deputy SP Kishan Singh Negi,
Inspector Bansi Dhar Tiwari
and Assistant Sub Inspector G
Satyanarayana.

A daredevil BSF jawan
Abhijeet K Singh has been dec-
orated with the Police Medal
for Gallantry (PMG) for single-
handedly killing two heavily-
armed Pakistani drug smug-
glers in the dead of night
along the International Border
in Punjab.

The country's largest bor-
der guarding force was award-
ed a total of 53 medals this
Republic Day with the distin-
guished decorations going to
Deputy Inspector General Ram
Awtar and IG Pankaj Goomer.
Awtar, a veteran of anti-Naxal
operations, has led his troops
in Jammu and Kashmir and
will soon take over as the new
commander of the BSF in
Jammu region

Four NSG officers Sanjay
Pant, Ish Aul, Vivek Bhandral
and Virendra Singh Rautela
were also awarded for merito-
rious services 

Fifteen ITBP personnel
have been awarded the
President's Police Medal for
their distinguished and meri-
torious services on the eve of

the Republic Day. The
awardees for the distinguished
service medals include Deputy
Inspector General Devinder
Singh and Inspector Joginder
Singh, while those in the mer-
itorious service include Sub-
Inspector Gambhir Singh
among others.

Thirty-four CISF person-
nel were decorated with the
Presidents Police Medals for
distinguished and meritorious
service. Among the six
awardees under the distin-
guished medals category are IG
Anant Kumar Singh, who has
also been decorated with the
police medal for gallantry in
2009, for leading an operation
that unearthed a Naxals'
weapons making factory in
Bhopal.
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All soft drinks and mineral
water manufactured by

multi-national companies like
Coca-Cola Company and
PepsiCo will disappear from
nearly 16 lakh shops across
Tamil Nadu from March 1.
This was announced by AM
Vikramaraja, president of
Associations of Tamil Nadu
Merchants on Wednesday. 

This means that brands
like Coca-Cola, Pepsi, Kinley
will disappear from all retail
counters in the State from
March 1. “We will launch a
massive awareness programme
from February 1 to educate
customers about the ill-effects
of the soft drink products
manufactured by the MNCs.
The end users will be educat-
ed about the presence of haz-
ardous chemicals in the soft
drinks and mineral water
brands manufactured by these
companies. We will encourage

the customers to switch over to
Desi products,” Vikramaraja
told reporters at Chennai on
Wednesday.

Vikramaraja said the deci-
sion was a fallout of the Jallikattu
demonstration held all over TN
last week. “One of the demands
by the protesters was the ban on
these soft drink brands as they
were drawing water from the
State and taking away huge
profits,” he said. According to
Vikramaraja, one of the MNCs
itself came forward recently and
announced that its products
contained chemicals hazardous
for children.  

While the soft drink and
mineral water bearing the
MNC brand would face ban in
retail outlets, the products
would be available in hotels and
restaurants. “We will plead
with the hotels and restaurants
not to sell these products. The
decision of the traders will
boost the sales of brands man-
ufactured by local companies,”
said Vikramaraja. “It has been

found that these locally man-
ufactured soft drinks are safer
and better than that of the
MNCs,” he added.

But Vellaiyan, president,
Tamil Nadu Traders
Federation, said all shops

owing allegiance to his feder-
ation would stop selling these
products from Thursday, which
happens to be Republic Day. 

“This decision is not going
to affect the revenue of the
traders as the sales of the MNCs

constitute hardly 5 per cent of
our income. Once the MNC
products disappear from the
shelves, there will be a surge in
the demand for locally manu-
factured products and this in
return will compensate for the

fall in revenue,” said Vellaiyan.
Agitation against soft drink

manufacturers are gathering
momentum in Tamil Nadu. Last
year an agitation led by EVKS
Elangovan, the then TNCC pres-
ident against drawing Bhavani
River water for a MNC’s plant
forced the Government to can-
cel the manufacturing licence
issued to the company. There are
reports of agitation from
Tirunelveli against drawing water

from Thamirabharani River by
MNCs as the State is facing
severe water shortage following
the failure of the Monsoon.

For the first time in the
recent history of Tamil Nadu, all
shops across the State 
had downed the shutters last
Friday to express solidarity with
the Jallikattu ban protesters and
this seems to have made the
traders to take a 
decision like this.

��������$���<$�
���&�#�������
��������������'�����8

���
������
������ 2/+2�.�

In a major success for the
Special Task Force of Kolkata

Police ‘most wanted’ Maoist
leader Ranjit Pal laid down his
arms on Wednesday. His sur-
render literally breaks the last
hope of an ultra-Leftist revival
in Bengal. 

Pal surrendered before
State DGO Surajit
Karpurakayastha and Kolkata
Commissioner of Police Rajiv
Kumar along with his wife
Jharna also a top Maoist leader
along the Bengal-Jharkhand
border mostly in Purulia dis-
trict.

Arguably the most “potent”
leader of the Maoist movement
after the death of Kishenji, the
surrendered Maoist leader was
a CPI(Maoist) State committee
member. He remained elusive
for the past more than a decade

despite repeated attempts made
by the security forces to nab
him.

Both Pal, 45 and Jharna
alias Anita surrendered with a
self-loading rifle (SLR). 

“There are several cases
against him,” said the DGP
adding, he was involved in
some major Maoist raids
including the Jhalda attack.
“He has realized that armed
insurgency has no future and
that development can be
achieved only through peace-
ful means,” the officials said.

Pal’s surrender is consid-
ered as a major success for the
Mamata Banerjee Government
as the Chief Minister had
vowed to bring back peace in
Jangal Mahal area comprising
three districts of the State.
With Pal still at large the
desired peace process still
remained elusive. 

Pal was the 219th militant
who surrendered ever since
Banerjee came to power. After
his surrender the only major
Maoist leader who is still on the
loose is CPI(Maoist) State sec-
retary Akash.

“I am surrendering before
Kolkata Police STF and begin-
ning a new life and appeal
those who are wrong path to
join the main stream,” Pal,
who wore a black outfit read
from a statement. He added, in
past 17 years he had realised
that taking up arms was not a
solution to people’s problems
and the issues had been sorted
out in Bengal to a large extent.

Pal’s sudden surrender
indicated that the Maoists were
under immense pressure in
Jharkhand too, experts said
adding “demonetisation might
have gone a long way in getting
the militant’s surrender.”
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Ahead of the Republic Day
celebrations Director

General BSF KK Sharma on
Wednesday visited BSF jawans
deployed along the forward bor-
der outposts across Jammu fron-
tier to boost their morale.
Braving heavy downpour the
BSF chief visited several border
outposts in Arnia and Samba
sectors of Jammu frontier and
also broke bread with the jawans. 

He ruled out the possibility
of banning use of smart phones
claiming if attempts were made
to spread misinformation cam-
paign they can revisit the issue
to take an appropriate decision.
This is for the first time a senior
most BSF officer visited Jammu
frontier after a video posted by
BSF constable Tej Bahadur Yadav
went viral in the social media. 

The video was shot by the
BSF jawan, posted on ROP duty
in Poonch, to highlight the poor
quality of food being served to

jawans posted in high altitude
posts. Interacting with the jawans
on the occasion DG BSF
announced that the Ministry of
Home Affairs have sanctioned
�184 crores for constructing 15
room Guest Houses at all
Battalion Head Quarters to
accommodate the family mem-
bers of jawans who intends to
visit them.  

In the evening addressing a
Press Conference DG BSF told
reporters, like previous years
BSF jawans are maintaining high
alert along the International
border in Punjab and Jammu
frontier. He said, “In this season
infiltration bids increase along
the IB after snow closes down
mountain passes along the line
of control in Kashmir valley. We
are maintaining highest level of
operational alertness to prevent
any such attempts. 

Responding to a straight
question on use of technology in
preventing infiltration bids along
the International border KK
Sharma told reporters BSF is in
the process of running a pilot
project on introducing latest
technology. He said, “At present
two pilot projects are on and gad-
gets are being tested along 5 km
long patches. Once completed
we will install selected gadgets
along vulnerable areas and grad-
ually spread it along the entire
length of border with Pakistan
and Bangladesh. 

Meanwhile, heavy down-
pour through out the day failed
to deter the security personnel
standing on guard across vital
installations in and around
Jammu where the State function
is being organised. 
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The State level function for
68th Republic Day will be

organised at Anand town in
Central Gujarat better known
as the ‘Milk Capital of India’
where headquarter of National
Dairy Development Board
(NDDB) and Amul Dairy is
situated.

Unlike other States in
India, State level functions of
Republic Day, Independence
Day and Gujarat Day (May 1)
are organised in district head-
quarters instead of the State
capital. The new tradition was
started in the year 2005 by
then Gujarat Chief Minister
Narendra Modi, who decided
to organise Gujarat Day func-

tion at Surat in that year.
This year, the State

Government decided to
organise Republic Day func-
tion at Anand, the district
headquarter of Kheda district.
To mark the Republic Day cel-
ebration, Gujarat Chief
Minister Vijay Rupani dedi-
cated over �100 crore public
works in Kheda district on
Wednesday.

On the eve of Republic
Day, Gujarat Chief Minister
addressed farmers’ rally at
Karamsad village, the birth-
place of Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel situated around 7 km
from Anand. Later on Rupani
attended Gujarat Governor
OP Kohli’s ‘At Home’ pro-
gram at police parade ground.

All the Government buildings,
important monuments in
Anand and Karamsad have
been decorated with colourful
lights which were renovated
and painted recently in wake
of the State level function.

Bright girl students in
34,000 villages of Gujarat

will have honour to unfurl
national flag at their respec-
tive schools on this Republic
Day. The District Primary
Education Program (DPEP)
has issued a Government res-
olution to schools to identify
the most educated girl of the
village to be invited as chief
guest along with her parents. 

The girl will also be felic-
itated in the presence of vil-
lagers and given a memento.
She will also be asked to
unfurl tricolour during the
flag hoisting ceremony. 

The initiative has been
taken by DPEB to promote
Prime Minister’s campaign–
Beti Bacho, Beti Padhao.
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Attacking country’s spiritu-
al leader and founder of

Art of Living Sri Sri Ravi
Shankar for his comment on
the outfit, Ulfa commander-in-
chief Paresh Baruah alias
Paresh Asom has termed the
former as an ‘agent of India’ and
said that Ulfa faction is not
going to sit for peace talks with
the Central Government unless
the core issues are discussed.

Baruah’s reaction came a
day after the spiritual leader
told a section of media that
Paresh Baruah had not recip-
rocated to the peace process
due to pressure from China.

“There is no question of
reciprocating to the peace offer
by ‘agent of India’ Ravi Shankar.
I want to make it clear that Ulfa
does not go by anyone’s edict.
We are an Independent libera-
tion front and we act as per our
conscience,” the Ulfa chief told
a local news channel in Assam.

“We had already made our
stand clear to Ravi Shankav in
April last year. We have made
it clear to him that we are not
interested in peace talks unless
the agenda is the core issue,
(which according to Ulfa 
faction is the sovereignty of
Assam),” said Baruah while
adding that the spiritual leader’s
statement is a result of his frus-
tration as he failed to rope in
the outfit for his trap for peace
talks.

“Our revolution is not for
peace as perceived by the spir-
itual leader. Our revolution is
for ascertaining our birth right,
we are struggling for freedom
of our race. We had informed
Ravi Shankar then that our
issues are political and only a
political solution could solve
the problem. The proposal of
so called peace talks of Ravi
Shankar might interest the
dacoits of Chambal and not us,”
he said adding that sovereign-
ty is the birth right of the peo-
ple of Assam.
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One history-sheeter was
killed and 12 inmates, as

well as four prison guards, were
injured after violence erupted
during an attempted jail break
in South Goa’s Sada sub-jail, fol-
lowing which authorities here
have ordered two probes into
the incident which occurred late
on Tuesday night.

The deceased has been
identified as Vinayak Korbatkar,
a history-sheeter who was
declared dead on arrival at a
local Government hospital in
the wee hours of Wednesday.

Speaking to The Pioneer on
Wednesday, Additional

Inspector-General of Prisons
Siddhivinayak Naik said that a
probe had been ordered into
the lapse, which led to a law
and order situation in the port
town of Vasco da Gama, where
the sub-jail is located. “Yes, a
probe has been ordered into the
incident,” he said. The official
however refused to go into the
details of the jail break attempt.

Police sources, however
said, that the jail break bid
occurred after a slugfest
between two rival groups of
inmates. “Korbatkar’s group
started a fight with a rival
group. When the jail guards
rushed to stop the fight, the
mob of inmates turned on the

guards and overpowered them
because of the sheer numbers,”
sources said. After overpower-
ing the guards, the inmates
headed for the main gate of the
prison, but were halted by
police personnel who had
rushed to the site following the
commotion.

The incident occurred at
11:30 pm, but it took the police
nearly two hours to bring the
situation under control and
locate all inmates.

Four prison guards and
12 inmates received injuries as
a result of the incident and they
were later sent to a local
Government-run health facil-
ity for treatment under police
guard. South Goa District
Magistrate Swapnil Naik told
reporters a judicial probe had
been ordered into the death of
the inmate Korbatkar.
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The JD(U) will not contest
Assembly election in Uttar

Pradesh. The party took this
decision after taking into confi-
dence the leaders of the neigh-
bouring State and the probable
candidates. The JD(U) leader-
ship has however, blamed both
Congress and Samajwadi Party
for ignoring the party while
stitching alliance. The two day
meeting of JD(U) which dis-
cussed various issues besides UP
polls was chaired by party pres-
ident and Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar.

Briefing about the discussion
on Wednesday JD(U) national
secretary general K C Tyagi also
said that Nitish would not go to
campaign for the secular alliance
if he was invited by the leaders
of SP and Congress.

“We have decided to keep
away off the UP election in order
to avoid any division of secular
votes which might indirectly
help the BJP. But we wished that
the experience of Bihar’s grand
alliance experience be followed
in UP. It is unfortunate that it
could not happen,” said Tyagi
who had been instrumental in
arranging over half a dozen
meetings of Nitish in various
parts of UP before the announce-
ment of the polls. 

Bihar Minister Rajiv Ranjan
Singh Lalan who was also pre-
sent at the press conference
added sarcastically, “We will
pray for their success from
Patna.” “For making a grand
alliance the parties should hearti-
ly agree to fight against the
communal and divisive forces
like we did in Bihar,” said Tyagi
and added that this could not be
achieved in UP.
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Even as the Samajwadi Party
and Congress are battling to

identify seats to be contested,
particularly in the Gandhi fam-
ily bastions Amethi and
Raebareli, the alliance partners
will soon launch a joint election
campaign.

A ‘Chunav Rath’  mounted
on a commercial vehicle is
ready in the State office of the
Samajwadi Party. The Rath
carries pictures of Akhilesh
Yadav, his wife Dimple Yadav,
Priyanka Gandhi and Congress
vice-president Rahul Gandhi
besides having picture of SP
patriarch Mulayam Singh
Yadav. However the CM’s
estranged uncle Shivpal Yadav
is conspicuous by his absence
from the frame.

The slogan on the rath has
been changed from the previous

‘Vikas se vijay ki aur’ to ‘Umeed
ki cycle aur ekta aur vishwas ki
shakti’. A slogan also seeks to
dub Prime Minister Narendra
Modi as an ‘outsider’ in UP. The
slogan reads ‘Apne Ladke, Bahri
Modi’. The Rrath is expected to
tour all Assembly segments
across the State.  

SP spokesman Rajendra

Chaudhary said in Lucknow on
Wednesday that both Akhilesh
Yadav and Rahul Gandhi will
jointly address over 12 meet-
ings across the State during
campaigning. “Leaders of both
the Congress and Samajwadi
Party are preparing a tour
plan,’’ said Chaudhary.  

However the SP

spokesman had no information
whether Akhilesh Yadav would
campaign in the 105 Assembly
seats which are being contest-
ed by the Congress.

SP sources said that the
schedule of joint campaign is
likely to be announced once the
seats to be contested by each
partner were identified. 

“There is no dispute on the
number of seats to be contest-
ed by each party and only the
seats are to be identified. The
SP  is likely to withdraw its can-
didates to accommodate
Congress candidates,’’ said a SP
leader.

In 2012 Assembly polls,
Samajwadi Party had won
seven out of the 10 seats in
Amethi and Rae Bareli districts.
Congress wants to contest all 10
seats in both districts and
wants the SP to withdraw its
candidates.

Lucknow: Lauding the virtues of
his party’s alliance with the
Congress, Samajwadi Party pres-
ident and Chief Minister
Akhilesh Yadav said that the
‘Bicycle’ will run faster with the
help of the ‘Hand’. 

Flanked on the dais by for-
mer Congress MP leader Zafar
Ali Naqvi and his son who is a
Congress candidate from Palia
segment of the district, Yadav
addressed three election meet-
ings in Lakhimpur on
Wednesday.

On Sunday last, the SP and
Congress sealed a pre-poll
alliance for the Assembly polls.
The ruling party will field can-
didates in 298 seats while the
Congress will contest the
remaining 105 seats. 

During his address at these
meetings, Akhilesh targeted
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

accusing him of being a ‘dream
merchant’ who made false
promises to the people during
the last Lok Sabha polls in 2014.

Outlining the significance of
the Assembly polls, Yadav said,
“Though it is the election for a
State Assembly, its results will
decide the direction of national
politics.’’ Explaining the impor-
tance of the SP-Congress truck,
Yadav said, “I know that you are
bicycle riders. Now there is a
hand (election symbol of the
Congress) to support it and the
cycle will run faster.’’

Former Congress MP from
Lakhimpur Zafar Ali Naqvi
along with his son Saif Naqvi
were also present on the dais
with the Chief Minister. Naqvi
Junior is the Congress candidate
from Pallia Assembly segment of
Lakhimpur. 

District Congress chief

Raghevendra Bahadur Singh
however stayed away from the
CM’s functions. On being con-
tacted, Singh said, “I was not
invited by the Samajwadi Party
for the function.Zafar Ali Naqvi
was. So how could I attend the
event. It is a question of honour
and prestige of the party.’’

Addressing the whistle stop
meetings, Yadav hit out at the
BJP prophesying that the saffron
party would have to do an ‘ulta
asana’ as people would vote
against it in the upcoming
Assembly polls. “The people
will come out in large numbers
to vote against the BJP and
make the party do ‘ulta asan.
Countrymen were forced to
stand in queues to withdraw
money from banks and ATMs
following demonetisation of
highvalue notes,’’ asserted the
Chief Minister. PNS

Lucknow: Spurned by the new
dispensation of Samajwadi
Party (read Akhilesh), desper-
ate efforts by Ansari brothers-
Afzal and Mokhtar, on being
fielded by Bahujan Samaj Party
has so far hit a road block, with
image-conscious BSP chief
Mayawati refusing to give an
audienced to the duo, so far. 

The Ansari brothers suf-
fered major embarrassment
after the change in guard in the
SP as they were denied tickets
in the Assembly polls. Sources
in the BSP confirmed that the
delay was deliberate as senior
leaders were weighing political
options. The refrain is that if
the BSP gives five seats to
Qaumi Ekta Dal (QED), it
could help in garnering Muslim
votes in some east UP districts.

PNS
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Sleuths of Anti Terrorist Squad
(ATS) on Wednesday arrest-

ed 11 people and claimed to
have busted an international call
racket involved in spying on
Army units in the country.

Giving details on the oper-
ation on Wednesday, IG (ATS)
Aseem Arun said that following
a tip-off and through electron-
ic surveillance, a team dropped
the net on 11 people from
Lucknow, Sitapur, Hardoi and
New Delhi who were found to
be operating an international call
racket by running parallel
exchanges. 

Arun said that action was
taken on information by Jammu
Kashmir Military Intelligence
that Army units were getting
calls for spying from these
exchanges.

An FIR in this regard was
registered in Gomti Nagar police
station. A large number of SIM
cards, mobile phones and lap-
tops used in the clandestine
operations were recovered from
the accused. 

Sources said that the gang
used to gather information
about vital Army installations,
troop movements and deploy-
ments. The accused made calls
to various Army stations posing
as government officials and spy-
ing was done using mobile
numbers with Direct Inward
Dialing Network to route the
calls. 

The IG said that the spying
agents were skipping legal inter-
national phone gateways to
make such calls (for spying) and
with the busting of the racket, it
would now be difficult for them
to operate. 

“It will now make the work
of terrorists or any spies difficult.
The government and mobile
companies will also be able to
avoid losses to the tune of crores
of rupees due to these dubious
exchanges,” Arun said. 

The IG explained that such
exchanges provide facility to

those sitting abroad to make
calls through internet. These
calls are then converted to voice
calls through SIM box and con-
nected to receivers in India.
However, the receivers could
only see Indian numbers on
their telephone screens.

Aseem Arun said that
action would be intensified
against such persons with the
help of Army and TERM
(Telecom Enforcement Resource
and Monitoring). The ATS is
likely to take custody remand of
the accused to grill them further. 

 7?!@����
����������
!&�#�

�

2����
 �#!3%�����
4!,���!�"	
�� �
�!,���!�
��!��!35�	�4

�	�4�!����!
&���	+
! ���	+
�	!2���!�" �
�6!77!�
��

-�
���$���

����
���
�
��
�
���;-1����
��
�
��
�

����
���

��7�#,"� �
��#8����,"�!'��"��
����!������ !#���!��*��!�')��"��#!
����!������!�����#!�����5(�'������)9
�#!�
��#������!*�����,�!*�����4#��!*#
��'� &�#�*�(��!������!���'� &����)�"4�
:�"'#���"'���";�!**� ��!���!*�'!"�


�#,��:�"'#��+!*�'!*�#� �";�������,�!
��������������#�	,��)�����";#���'� 9
��(! !���#!��	8*�!*���";!'�,"��!
�#� ������'� ��*���"*���,�,*�+)�#�*

�+*!"�!�������#!�����!

 ��
�.�����.�%�������2
4�����

�%��8;��0��



The Army Commanders’
Conference was recent-
ly held at the Indian
Military Academy at
Dehradun. Led by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi, National
Security Advisor Ajit Doval and
Minister for Defence Manohar
Parrikar, dignitaries were given an
extensive briefing by the three
Services chiefs, particularly on
infrastructure development along
the China and Pakistan borders.

At a time when China is
investing billions of yuans to devel-
op its ‘Indian’ frontiers, it was a
timely review. On January 23, the
website, China Tibet Online,
announced that a road leading to
the last two townships without road
access in Tibet, would soon be
completed. Both roads in Metok
County of Nyingchi town, started
in 2015, are expected to be soon
operational. The Metok County is
situated north of the Tuting Circle
of Upper Siang of Arunachal
Pradesh, where the Yarlung
Tsangpo enters India to become the
Siang (and later the Brahmaputra).

The Chinese article says: “The
geological conditions are complex
with high mountains and deep val-
leys, leading to high road construc-
tion costs and long construction
periods.” In 2017 alone, a total of 52
billion yuan (nearly six billion dol-
lars) will be invested in infrastruc-
ture assets on the plateau, and
“355km of high-grade highway
[will be added], leading to a total
highway mileage of more 
than 90,000 km.”

The Chinese website adds that
these roads could not be built ear-
lier “due to the high mountains and
deep valleys”. It was only in October
2013 that Metok Highway was
officially opened to the public:
“Metok waved goodbye to China’s
last County without road access”,
said China Tibet Online.

On the other side of the range,
the situation is different. A recent
article in The Arunachal Times
describes the sad state of affairs.
Journalist Tongam Rina recounts
her ‘memorable trip’ to Tuting; she
had joined an all-women team from
the Arunachal Institute of Tribal
Studies of Rajiv Gandhi University
in Itanagar. Rina writes: “After a few
kilometres of good roads, we hit the
typical Arunachal road; forever
under-construction, chopping off
hills that inevitably result in land-
slides during the monsoon, at the
same time destroying whatever is
left of an existing road.”

She continues her narration
after a first night on the way:
“…The next morning, the caretak-
er of the guesthouse prompted us

to eat, “Tuting ka rasta bahut dur
hai, khana jaldi nehi milega… After
a few kilometres out of town, we
were on bumpy, narrow road again.
The only saving grace was the
mighty beautiful Siang, flowing
majestically below.” 

The description is vivid: “And
a bad jerk forced me to look at the
road again. The road is so bad that
one can’t drive more than 15 kilo-
metres per hour. One bad move
from the driver because of the bad
road could literally end the journey.” 

On the other side, China is
planning to build a Gangdise
International Tourism
Cooperation Zone in Ngari
Prefecture, adjoining Himachal
Pradesh and Ladakh, ‘to serve as
an opening window to South
Asia’(sic). Gangdise or Trans-
Himalaya is a term coined by
Swedish explorer Sven Hedin in
the 19th century. It is the space on
both sides of the main Himalayan
range, following the Indian border.

Kangba TV, a Chinese site
about Tibet, explains that the zone
will cover areas around the
Himalaya, mainly in Ngari area, but
it will also include Shigatse, Lhoka
(southeast of Lhasa), Purang (near

Mt Kailash), Zham (landport with
Nepal), Yatung (in Chumbi Valley),
Kyirong (border between Nepal and
Tibet) and Tsona (north of
Tawang). But the main develop-
ment will focus on western Tibet.
The website adds: “Scenic spots in
Ngari area are all featured. With the
drive of the main scenic spots, trav-
elling routes of other tourist spots
have been gradually developed,
which will make Ngari tourism a
growth-pole of Tibet’s tourism.”

China is planning to transform
the Trans-Himalayan region into a
mega tourist spot. For the purpose,
Beijing announced that two new
highways will soon be constructed
leading to the Indian border and
that Highway G219, the main
artery connecting Tibet to Xinjiang
(also known as the Aksai Chin
road) will be upgraded. All this will
be done during China’s 13th Five-
Year Plan (2016-2020).

The first new highway, known
as G564, will branch off from the
G219, near Mount Kailash
(Tharchen) and head south, pass-
ing between Mansarovar and
Rakshas lakes before reaching
Purang, near the tri-junction Nepal-
India-Tibet. The length of the road

will be 107 km; it is designed for a
speed of 80 km/h. The construction
should be completed by August
2019. The second highway, the
G365, will connect the G219 to
Tholing and Tsaparang. The ancient
monastic complexes are presently
being restored to bring a large num-
ber of Chinese tourists to the
famous ruins of the Guge Kingdom.

Another important develop-
ment is the construction a second
highway between Tibet and
Xinjiang, via Minfeng. The road
will be 558 km long. The deeply-
worrying aspect of the project is
that it crosses the highly eco-sen-
sitive Changthang National
Nature Reserve. It will run for 110
km in the main reserve, about 270
km in the buffer zone and some
100 km in the ‘experimental area’.
More than one billion American
dollars is invested in the project.
The road should be put into
operation by early 2021. 

All this comes at a time when
Beijing has announced the creation
of a new Central Commission for
Integrated Military and Civilian
Development. It was launched on
January 22, and according to The
People’s Daily, experts have declared
it vital for China’s national defence
“The commission will decide and
coordinate affairs on civil-military
integration”. It will function direct-
ly under the Politburo’s Standing
Committee with President Xi
Jinping as the Chairman.

In the meantime, Delhi still
lives in the Middle Ages, with an
antediluvian Inner Line Permit
and hardly any cooperation
between the Armed Forces and
the civil administration (at least
in Ladakh).

But India has perhaps a chance.
For the first time, the National
Security Advisor, the Army chief
and the Director of the Research &
Analysis Wing are all natives of
Pauri Garwhal in Uttarakhand.
One can hope that the paharis will
understand better the issue of
mountain development.

The Indian Express recently
noted: “Pauri Garhwal district has
the distinction of sending three
men to topmost positions in the
current security establishment. At
the same time, it suffers high
migration out of the hills, thanks
to near-zero irrigation, declining
farming, zero employment, poor
education and health facilities.”

And no highways of course! Let
us hope that this will be remedied
soon. It’s of vital interest to the coun-
try’s security and stability.

(The writer is an expert on
India-China relations and an author
of several books on the subject)�
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Sir — Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah has opined that an
Ordinance can be brought to
allow the conduct of buffalo
race, Kambala, in coastal areas
after seeking legal opinion. The
Supreme Court had banned
Jallikattu out of concern over
cruelty on the bulls involved in
the fight. A public outcry in
Tamil Nadu defying the
Supreme Court verdict ended up
in an Ordinance issued to re-
start the sport. Kamabala was
also banned. But everybody
meekly submitted to the ban
order and it was not protested as
much as the ban on Jallikattu
was in Tamil Nadu.   

Now the clamor for the
revival of Kambala in Karnataka
is more at not falling behind
Tamil Nadu in getting an
Ordinance issued, than on the
seriousness to preserve the
coastal culture of Karnataka.    

Moreover, Siddaramaiah’s
appeal to the Prime Minister for
the revival of Kambala is not
appealing. Siddaramaiah wants
Kambala to be on par with
Tamil Nadu for having restored
Jallikattu. Such nonsensical
approach without the people’s
support cannot achieve the

desired results. Had the people
of Karnataka, supported by the
Chief Minister, taken the ban on
Kambala seriously and fought
for bringing it back earlier,
Karnataka would have had the
credibility to question the
Centre for not considering its
case. Siddaramaiah has placed
Karnataka’s case on Kambala on
a weak pedestal.

KV Seetharamaiah
Hassan
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Sir — This refers to JD(U)
leader Sharad Yadav once again
making a deliberately controver-
sial statement on daughters of
India, wherein he said that any
loss of prestige of daughters is
loss of prestige for the streets or
cities where they live. His com-
parison between prestige of
daughters and the streets was
totally uncalled for, because the
two are not comparable.

Sharad Yadav is known for
making insulting remarks for
women of India which, though
being a significant part of of
population, have unfortunately
remained subdued in a male-
dominated society. Politicians
such as Sharad Yadav are a hin-
drance to women getting their

legitimate right of 33 per cent
reservation in legislatures.
Sharad Yadav had also once
used the term, “parkati” for
women demanding reservations.
He had also commented
adversely on the complexion of
south India women, apart from
remarking in an undignified
manner on Union Minister
Smriti Irani.

It is indeed unfortunate that
our political system allows such
politicians to remain in the leg-
islatures. It is high time that the
Supreme Court and the National
Commission for Women takes
cognisance of regular women-
insulting remarks.

Madhu Agrawal
Delhi
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Sir — A republic is headed by the
President and governed by politi-
cians elected by the people. So,
we need to realise our responsi-
bilities and importance.
Unfortunately, our entitlements
are branded as freebies. Such a
mindset is dangerous 

Sujit De
Kolkata
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Arecent report by the
Environment Protection
Agency (EPA), United

States of America, has brought to
light the hazardous impact pes-
ticides have on nature. The
report released on January 18 has
helped decipher and understand
the effects of pesticides particu-
larly on endangered species. The
EPA study conducted on a wide-
ranging parameters has found
that about 97 per cent of over
1,800 animals and plants protect-
ed under the Endangered Species
Act in the US are threatened by
two commonly used pesticides,
Malathion and Chlorpyrifos.The
study also claimed that another
78 per cent could be harmed by
the pesticide, Diazinon.

The findings of the study
echoed the World Health
Organisation (WHO) advisory
in 2016, that listed Malathion
and Diazinon as probable car-
cinogens. As usual, the US has
reacted to the EPA report in

record time and has already ini-
tiated measures to ban
Chlorpyrifos, which is current-
ly used on food crops in the US. 

The pesticides mentioned in
the EPA report are organophos-
phates that are widely used on
crops like watermelon, wheat
and corn. The EPA report has
once again made it absolutely
clear that it is crucial to under-
stand the adverse impacts of
pesticides prior to using them,
as they not only harm wildlife
and nature in general but also
have an irreversible impact on
human health.

India has been fighting its
own battles with pesticides
over the past few decades. The
Endosulfan pesticide-poisoning
episode spanning over two
decades in Kerala, took a major
toll on the environment and
human health. On January 10,
the Supreme Court directed the
Kerala Government to pay
�500 crore in three months as

compensation to over 5,000 vic-
tims of the use of Endosulfan.
The pesticide was used widely
on crops like cashew, cotton,
tea, paddy, fruits and others
until 2011, when the Supreme
Court banned its production
and distribution. 

The health effects of the
chemical include neurotoxic-
ity, late sexual maturity, phys-
ical deformities, poisoning,
among others. Newborns have
been the worst hit due to the
health complications arising
out of the exposure to 
the agrochemical.

The issue of risks associat-
ed with the use of Endosulfan
came to light over decades of
growing international opposi-
tion against the organochlorine
pesticide. India eventually woke
up to the ill effects of
Endosulfan, but by then the
damage was done. Widespread
cases of deformed births, cou-
pled with spiraling cases of can-

cer and cerebral diseases, were
reported rapidly in the affected
regions of Kerala where
Endosulfan wreaked havoc. In
addition to this, the flora and
fauna of the region suffered
immeasurable damage during
the two decades of the use of the
pesticide. In the face of growing
scientific evidence against the
pesticide and visible impacts on
health of the people and envi-
ronment, Endosulfan was
banned in Kerala in 2005, with
the Centre issuing a notification
withholding the use of
Endosulfan in the State, on the
basis of reports of the National
Institute of Occupational Health
and various committees. 

However, the ban has been
ineffective as, according to
recent reports, Endosulfan is still
under use in Kerala. Nearly
300 large plantation holders of
Palakkad are known to use
Endosulfan and other pesti-
cides extensively during the

flowering season to kill pests —
leaf-miners and leaf-hoppers.
Acting on available information,
NGOs conducted enquiries and
found that Endosulfan was eas-
ily available across the district
borders in Tamil Nadu, where it
is not banned. Due to the State
borders being manned by the
police, excise officers and com-
mercial tax personnel, but hav-
ing no official from the horticul-
ture department, the identifica-
tion of Endosulfan infiltrating
into Kerala has become a grow-
ing challenge. This shows the
difference between responses in
India and the US. Based on an
EPA report, US authorities have
already tightened the noose
around the usage of harmful
pesticides as mentioned in the
report, but India, inspite of two
decades of suffering, is yet to
learn the right lesson or imple-
ment the ban properly.

Endosulfan is a known car-
cinogen, neurotoxin and geno-

toxin that damages the DNA.
The Insecticides Act of 1968 rec-
ommends restricted use of
Endosulfan. The Stockholm
Convention, a global treaty to
protect human health and envi-
ronment from such chemical
compounds, has declared
Endosulfan a persistent organ-
ic pollutant and 73 countries
have banned its use. India must
take stock of the pesticides
under use and ensure that they
are replaced by less hazardous
products and better integrated
pest management approaches. 

Urgent steps are also
needed to protect the small-
scale farmers who do not
have protective gear and
mostly use backpack sprayers
that pose high risk of expo-
sure. These measures will not
only reduce the risks to users,
consumers but will also ben-
efit the environment.

(The writer is an environ-
mental journalist)
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Athree-fold jump in Central
health outlay from over
�30,000 crore now to one
lakh crore rupees in the
next three years is what

the Niti (National Institution for
Transforming India) Aayog is report-
ed to have proposed, among other
things, in its presentation to the
Prime Minister and senior Finance
Ministry officials, on its broad
approach to the action plan. It is good
to see Niti Aayog championing the
cause of public health spending which
is abysmally low regardless of the indi-
cator used — as a share of GDP (1.3
per cent) or as a share in total
Government spending (4.8 per cent in
2014-15) or as a per-capita
Government health spending (less
than $20). 

Undoubtedly, the Government
needs to increase its health spending.
But public health spending is only one
of the constraints facing the Indian
health sector.

Health service, like any other
sector, has two sides to it: The healt-
care delivery side and the financing
side. With an acute shortage of med-
ical personnel (for example, doctors,
including specialists) and weak insti-
tutional architecture, there are some
binding constraints on the public
delivery of healthcare. Constraints
such as improving the supply of doc-
tors that have a longer gestation peri-
od, can only be eased gradually with
time. Easing of these constraints
would definitely need some public
funding, but not huge funding. 

Like the two wheels of a cart, both
the funding and the healthcare deliv-
ery have to move in tandem. If one of
the wheels starts moving faster, the

cart will move in a circular fashion
rather than straight ahead.

A three-fold increase in Central
health budget over a three-year peri-
od implies an increase of health fund-
ing by over 40 per cent each year. That
such a steep increase is unprecedent-
ed, is not really a matter of concern.
The real matters of concern are the
risks associated with such a steep
increase. Some of these risks are:

Risk of under-utilising funds: Given
limited capacities of States, particular-
ly of the poorer States, to execute pro-
grammes, will mean that such an
increase will not get absorbed effec-
tively even if States were somehow
able to spend it. Indeed, both under-
utilisation and ineffective utilisation
of funds have repeatedly been noticed
during the implementation of
National Rural Health Mission
(NRHM). Further, in the presence of
limited capacity, States tend to substi-
tute Central funding for its own. So
the actual increase tends to be lower
than expected. In the implementation
of the NRHM, the Government took
10 years to spend �1.3 lakh crore
cumulatively, from 2005-06 to 2013-
14. And this spending was significant-
ly below what had been envisaged
under the mission.

Risk of distorting priorities: If the
objective is just to ramp up public
health spending, there is no dearth of
avenues to achieve that objective.
Hospital care, for example, is one such
area that can potentially guzzle any
amount of public funding. It is said
that hospital care is a bottomless pit!
However, a public funding pro-
gramme for hospital care will not
make a huge demand on the exche-
quer if it is well-managed and if the

health conditions of the people cov-
ered under the scheme are well-
supervised. Managing the health con-
ditions of people requires investing in
primary care facilities.

For a huge step-up in its health
spending, the Government needs to
get the delivery system — particular-
ly at the primary care level — right.
The Government has a vast network
of healthcare facilities which is not
only broken but has also turned
obsolete due to the changing disease
burden, rising public expectations,
and advancing knowledge on new
ways of delivering such care. In keep-
ing with the changing healthcare
needs and demands of the population
and the advancing knowhow, India
needs to re-design its public health-
care delivery system.

How can the public health deliv-
ery system be re-designed? The cur-
rent knowledge of best global practices
is somewhat in a state of flux. Even the
developed countries are having a re-
think on the design of their healthcare
systems, partly because of cost imper-
atives and partly to leverage IT-
enabled new solutions for better per-
formance. While the Indian States
have much to learn from the experi-
ence of countries such as Thailand and
Turkey, they also need to build on
those experiences through their own
experiments and experiences. 

The idea that States conduct
healthcare pilots was actually moot-
ed in the 12th Five Year Plan but it
never got off the ground in any
meaningful way. But that doesn’t
diminish the relevance of the idea. 

To re-design the public healthcare
system, the importance of systemat-
ically piloting transformative and

affordable models of healthcare can-
not be over-emphasised.

India is currently in a sweet spot
where public health spending is low
and the constraints on the healthcare
delivery allow the Indian health plan-
ners/policymakers the much-needed
time and space to invest in the discov-
ery of appropriate care delivery mod-
els. India needs to seize this moment
before the stakeholders mount further
pressure on increasing public health
spending. 

In succumbing to such pressures
before the healthcare delivery is sort-
ed out, India runs the risk of missing
the opportunity to address the much-
needed transformation of the public
healthcare delivery system. And, in
addressing this delivery system, if
India bypasses the necessary pilot
phase, it runs the risk of choosing a
sub-optimal path and paying a price.

To conclude, the need for a huge
step up of public health funding is not
in doubt; nor is the merit of making
such investments. But let the discus-
sion on public health financing not
blind us from the imperatives on
healthcare delivery. And in address-
ing the delivery challenges, let’s not
continue thinking incrementally in a
piecemeal fashion when the opportu-
nity is to think of transforming the
healthcare delivery system.

While it is good to see the Niti
Aayog championing the cause of
increasing public health spending, it
will be heartening to see the organis-
tion championing the cause of public
healthcare delivery too.

(The writer is a development econ-
omist, formerly with the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation and the
World Bank)
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���� ����	�� Apple Inc on
Wednesday indicated to the
Government that it is ready with
a blueprint to begin manufactur-
ing iPhones in India, but wants fis-
cal concessions, including Customs
duty waiver on import of compo-
nents.

Apple executives made a
detailed presentation on its road
map for setting up a manufactur-
ing unit in India to an inter-min-
isterial group headed by
Department of Industrial Policy
and Promotion Secretary Ramesh
Abhishek, sources privy to the
development said.

The presentation was made by
senior executives of the company,
including Global Vice-President
(iPhone operations) Priya
Balasubramanian. 

It cited the country’s business
friendly ecosystem for keenness to
start local manufacturing.

With sales tapering in the US
and China, Apple is eyeing India
-- the fastest growing smartphone
market in the world -- and look-
ing to set up a local manufactur-
ing unit to cut costs.

It, however, does not manu-
facture devices on its own and
rather does it through contract
manufacturers.

Besides exemption from the
Customs duty on imports of com-
ponents and equipment for 15
years, Apple wants relaxation in the
mandated 30 per cent local sourc-
ing of components.

When contacted, Apple

spokesperson told PTI: “We have
been working hard to develop our
operations in India and are proud
to deliver the best products and ser-
vices in the world to our customers
here.”

The spokesperson added: “We
appreciate the constructive and
open dialogue we have had with
the Government about further
expanding our local operations.”

On the duty and tax-related
concessions being sought by the
company, the sources said most of
them are within the policy domain
and decisions will be taken by the
respective departments.

“They are seeking certain
duty exemptions and other con-
cessions. Respective departments
will look at those demands,” they
added.

The official also said the com-
pany has indicated that it would
gradually make India a major
manufacturing hub for its products.

“The company setting up
its manufacturing unit in India
is going to be a reality. They
have full-fledged plans. There

is no policy impediment. They
would also bring their supply
chains,” the sources divulged.

The company executives
yesterday called on Commerce
and Industry Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman.

In a communication to
the Government, the
Cupertino-based technology
major has asked for several tax
and other incentives, including
long-term duty exemptions,
to enter the manufacturing
sector in India.

Currently, the Government
provides support by way of
benefits under the Modified
Special Incentive Package
Scheme (MSIPS) to boost elec-
tronic manufacturing.

The company sells its prod-
ucts through Apple-owned retail
stores in countries like China,
Germany, the US, the UK and
France, among others. It has no
wholly-owned store in India
and sells its products through
distributors such as Redington
and Ingram Micro. ��	
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Country’s largest carmak-
er Maruti Suzuki India

on Wednesday announced a
47.46 per cent jump in
standalone net profit at
�1 , 7 4 4 . 5  c rore  for  t he
December quarte on the
back of increased share in
higher segment models,
lower sales and promotion
expenses, and cost reduction
exercise.

The company had post-
ed a net profit of �1,183
crore in the same quarter
last fiscal, Maruti Suzuki
India (MSI) said in a state-
ment.

Total income from oper-
ations during the quarter
u n d e r  re v i e w  s t o o d  at
�19,173.1 crore as against
�16,957.6 crore in the year-
ago period, up 13.06 per
cent.

Unit volume sales dur-
ing the period stood at
3,87,251 units, up 3.5 per
cent, over same period a
year ago. Of this, exports
stood at 30,748 units, it
said.

C omment ing  on the
results, MSI said: “Increase
in share of the company’s
higher segment models,
lower sales promotion and
marketing expense, cost
reduction efforts and high-

er non-operating income
contributed to increase in
profits.”

This was, however, par-
tially offset by the increase
in commodity prices and
adverse foreign exchange
movement during the quar-
ter, it added.

For  the  nine  month
period ended December 31,
the company said it sold a
total of 1,154,164 vehicles, a
growth of 8 per cent. Out of
this, exports stood at 92,291
units.

Shares of MSI were trad-
ing 0.62 per cent higher at
�5,775 apiece on BSE. Later,
addressing analysts on a
concall, MSI CFO Ajay Seth
said the company’s compact
SUV Vitara  Brezza  has
helped it in increasing mar-
ket share in utility vehicle
segment to 28 per cent dur-
ing the quarter from 18 per
cent in the year ago-period.

On the discount front,

he said, although it is gen-
erally high in the December
quarter, this fiscal it was at
an average of �19,040 across
t he  mo d e l s  a s  ag a i ns t
�21,997 in the same quarter
last fiscal.

O n  t he  i mp a c t  of
demonetisation on sales,
c omp any  of f i c i a l s  s a i d
immediately after it was
announced in November
there was drop in inquiry
and bookings, but it has
since recovered gradually
t hroug h D ecemb er  and
January.

While there has been an
increase in first time buyers
and government employees,
there has been a decrease in
purchase from small time
traders or businessmen.

The officials, however,
said it would be clearer only
after the end of January to
understand by when the sit-
uation would return to nor-
malcy.
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���� ����	�� Cracking the
whip, regulator Sebi on
Wednesday barred belea-
guered businessman Vijay
Mallya and six others from
the securities market in a
case related to alleged fund
diversions from United
Spirits Ltd.

Besides, Mallya and for-
mer United Spirits’ official
Ashok Capoor have been
restrained from “holding
position as directors or key
managerial persons (KMPs)
of any listed company”.

In an order, Sebi has
restrained Mallya and six
others from the securities
market and also from “buy-
ing, selling or otherwise
dealing in securities in any
manner whatsoever, either
directly or indirectly” till
further directions.

The six others are:
Ashok Capoor, PA Murali,
Sowmiyanarayanan, S N
Prasad, Paramjit Singh Gill
and Ainapur S R.  Sebi has
been looking into the mat-

ter pertaining to alleged
fund diversions and
improper transactions at
United Spirits Ltd (USL).

Mal lya  res igned as
director and chairman of
USL in March 2016.

Sebi’s order also comes
close on the heels of CBI
naming Mallya, Kingfisher
Airlines and nine others, in
the charge sheet related to
the 2015 loan default case.

In a 32-page order, Sebi
Whole Time Member S
Raman said the alleged
prima facie  violat ions
observed in the case are
serious and have larger
implications on the safety
and integrity of the securi-
ties market.

“Investors might have
based their investment deci-
sions on the manipulated
books of accounts prepared
and presented by these per-
sons.

“It would therefore not
be in the interest of the
securities market and the
interest of investors to allow
persons of such doubtful
demeanour to continue to
act as KMPs in the compa-
ny or in other listed compa-
nies or allow them to deal in
the securities market,” he
said.

According to him, pend-
ing investigations in the mat-
ter, effective preventive and
remedial actions needs to be
taken. ��	

��!��!��	�'�1�����������	� 
�����	������	��������	�������

����� *!���!+,�O�;!*#�+ 3 

Country’s third largest soft-
ware services firm Wipro on

Wednesday reported a 5.8 per
cent drop in its consolidated net
profit to �2,114.8 crore for the
quarter ended December 31,
2016.

The company had reported
a net profit of �2,246 crore in the
corresponding period a year
ago.

The city-based firm, how-
ever, saw revenues rising 6.2 per
cent to �13,764.5 crore in the said
quarter from �12,951.6 crore in
the same period last year, accord-
ing to a filing on the BSE. The
result is as per Indian Accounting
Standards.

Wipro’s IT services segment
revenue stood at $1,902.8 mil-
lion, a sequential decrease of 0.7
per cent and 3.5 per cent rise

year-on-year as per IFRS.
This is, however, lower than

the company’s guidance of
$1,916-1,955 million.

For the March 2017 quarter,
Wipro expects revenues from IT
services business to be in the
range of $1,922 million to $1,941

million.
“We expanded operating

margins by 50 basis points in a
seasonally weak quarter and
generated strong operating cash
flows by disciplined execution,”
Wipro Chief Financial Officer
Jatin Dalal said.

“We are significantly lever-
aging HOLMES, our automation
suite to drive efficiencies in our
operations,” he added.

Last year, Wipro invested
almost $1 billion into acquisitions,
made six investments through
Wipro Ventures, funded 8 ideas
through Horizon programme, and
continued to invest aggressively in
cognitive platform, Wipro CEO and
Board member Abidali Z
Neemuchwala said.

Digital ecosystem grew by 9.9
per cent sequentially in the quarter
and now constitutes 21.7 per cent
of Wipro’s revenues, he added.
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Wipro on Wednesday
signed an agreement to

acquire InfoSERVER SA, an IT
service provider focussed on
the Brazilian market for $8.7
million.

InfoSERVER, which
counts some of the largest
Brazilian banks as its clients,
will help Wipro in expanding
its presence in the country’s
highly traditional and com-
petitive banking, financial ser-
vices and insurance market
besides adding invaluable

domain and process knowledge
on the sector, it said in a state-
ment here.

“The LATAM market and
Brazil in particular is a strate-
gic growth and investment
region for Wipro. This acqui-
sition will provide Wipro with
scale and key client relation-
ships, especially in the banking,
financial services and insurance
domains, which are the largest
and fastest growing sectors in
the region,” Ankur Prakash,
Vice President and Head of
New Growth and Emerging
Markets, Wipro said.
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Sensex on Wednesdy returned
to its pre-demonetisation

level by jumping 333 points to
end at a nearly 3-month high of
27,708 on the back of strong
earnings amid positive global
feelers while NSE Nifty went
past the 8,600-mark for the first
time since November 1.

Covering of pending short
positions following the expiry of
the January futures and options
contracts today and positive
earnings by some companies
aided sentiment. Stock
exchanges will be shut tomorrow
for the Republic Day.

After a positive start, the 30-
share Sensex rose further and
settled up 332.56 points, or 1.21
per cent, at 27,708.14 -- a level
last seen on November 1 when

it had closed at 27,876.61. It hit
an intra-day high of 27,736.83.

The gauge had rallied
341.08 points in the previous
two sessions.

Also, the 50-issue NSE
Nifty ended at 8,602.75, up
126.95 points, or 1.50 per cent,
after moving between 8,612.60
and 8,493.95.

“Market had come to the
pre-demonetisation level sup-
ported by the ongoing quarter-
ly results which largely sur-
vived the expected slowdown.
Positive global cues also added
excitement in the market rally,”
said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research, Geojit BNP Paribas
Financial Services.

Banking, metal, auto and
consumer durables stocks were
in fine nick, lifting the key
indices.

Mood was aided by opti-
mism ahead of the Union bud-
get on February 1 amid a firm-
ing trend in Asia and Europe fol-
lowing overnight record close in
the US on hopes of fresh spend-
ing by new US President Donald
Trump, traders said.

The banking index
advanced the most by surging
2.33 per cent, followed by con-
sumer durables (2.26 per cent),
oil and gas (1.75 per cent), PSU
(1.64 per cent) and metal (1.39
per cent).

HDFC Ltd emerged as the
top gainer in the Sensex kitty,
climbing 4.31 per cent, followed
by Adani Ports (up 3.61 per
cent). HDFC Bank surged 1.56
per cent after the lender today
reported 15.04 per cent growth
in net profit for the December
quarter.
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6��������	��Regulator AERA has
allowed upcoming airports to follow
a hybrid model for determining tar-
iffs that may lead to fliers shelling out
more as airlines may pass on the
additional burden to them.

Under the ‘Hybrid Till’ model
only up to 30 per cent of the non-
aeronautical revenues, which include
segments like retail, food & bever-
ages and parking, would be used for
cross-subsidisation of aeronautical
charges.

Aeronautical charges include
those related to route and terminal
navigation services.

Currently, most of the airports
follow ‘Single Till’ model whereby
non-aeronautical revenues are com-
pletely used to cross subsidise aero-
nautical charges.

With the new model, only up
to 30 per cent of the non- aeronau-
tical revenues would be used for
cross subsidisation.

Such a tariff mechanism could
push the expenses higher for fliers
as airport operators might hike the
user development charges.

The new national civil aviation
policy, unveiled in June last year, had
recommended ‘Hybrid Till’ model.

In a six-page order, dated
January 23, AERA (Airports
Economic Regulatory Authority)
said that in the future tariffs at
major airports would be deter-
mined under “Hybrid Till where-
in 30 per cent of non-aeronautical
revenues will be used to cross-sub-
sidise aeronautical charges”. ��	
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Microsoft founder Bill Gates
will be world’s first trillion-

aire in the next 25 years, accord-
ing to a new research. According
to research firm Oxfam
International, the world
would get its first bil-
lionaire in the next 25
years, when Bill Gates
becomes around 86
years old. A report by
Oxfam International
said that considering that Bill
Gates' fortune is growing at 11 per
cent per year since 2009, he could
become the world's first trillion-
aire soon.

When Gates left Microsoft in
2006, his net worth was $50 bil-

lion, according to Oxfam. By
2016, his wealth had increased to
$75 billion, “despite his com-
mendable attempts to give it away
through his Foundation,” the
report said. In addition to the

charitable work Gates does
through his personal foun-
dation, he is one of the
founding members of The
Giving Pledge, a commit-
ment from some of the
richest individuals in the
world to give away more

than half of their worth. 
For the hypothetical analysis,

Oxfam researchers applied the rate
of growth he has been enjoying,
11 per cent per year since 2009,
to Gates' current levels of wealth
(over $84 billion, according to

Forbes). “In such an environment,
if you are already rich, you have
to try hard not to keep getting a
lot richer,” Oxfam noted. Another
report by Oxfam had found that
eight billionaires, including Bill
Gates, from around the globe have
as much money as the 3.6 billion
people who make up the poorest
half of the world's population.

As per the report, the eight bil-
lionaires, according to the Forbes
billionaires list published in March
2016, include Warren Buffett,
Microsoft founder Bill Gates,
Inditex founder Amancio Ortega,
Carlos Slim, Amazon chief exec-
utive Jeff Bezos, Facebook's Mark
Zuckerberg, former New York City
Mayor Michael Bloomberg, and
Oracle's Larry Ellison.
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London-based energ y
major Vedanta Resources,

which owns a clutch of oper-
ating companies in the coun-
try on Tuesday raised $1
billion through an 5-year
bond sa le  to  overseas
investors at a fixed coupon of
6.375 per cent. 

The Anil Agrawal-pro-
moted company said the pro-
ceeds from the bond sale
will ‘proactively address the
refinancing liabilities of the
company over next two years’. 

This is the largest single
tranche G3 high yield bond
issuance ex-Japan since
2015, the company said in a
s t atement  i s sue d  f rom
London, adding it expects
the bonds to be rated B3 by
Moody’s and B+ by S&P. G3
bonds mean debt issued in
the US dollars, the yen and
the euros.

The London Stock
Exchange-listed Vedanta
Resources said the bonds are
due in 2022 and will be trad-
ed on the Singapore Stock
Exchange. The Reg S bonds
were sold in private offering
to qualified institutional buy-
ers under Rule 144A of the
US Securities Act of 1933 and
is expected to close on
January 30.

“Vedanta intends to use
the net proceeds from this
offering primarily to fund its

offer to purchase for cash any
and all of its outstanding
$750,000,000 bonds due 2018
that offers 9.50 per cent
interest  and the
$1,200,000,000 bonds due
2019 attracting 6 per cent
coupon and also to repay its
other existing debts.”

“Vedanta has received
and accepted purchase of
around $370,868,000 of the
2018 bonds and $425,028,000
of the 2019 bonds (excluding
$227,000 of the 2018 bonds

and $200,000 of the 2019
bonds that remain subject to
the guaranteed delivery pro-
cedures),” the company said.
With this  t ransact ion,
Vedanta will be refinancing a
part of its 2018 and 2019
maturities and extended aver-
age debt maturity, it added.

“The issuance got strong
investor interest, making it
the largest single-tranche G3
high yield bond issuance from
Asia ex-Japan since 2015,” it.
High yielding bonds is anoth-
er word for below investment

grade debt or junk bonds.
Commenting on the sale,
Vedanta chief executive Tom
Albanese said this transaction
is in line with our financial
strategy to extend maturi-
ties, optimise the balance
sheet, and create value for
stakeholders. 

Barclays, Citigroup, JP
Morgan and Standard
Chartered Bank were the joint
global coordinators, joint lead
managers and joint bookrun-
ners. It can be noted on
January 17, the nation’s largest
lender State Bank had raised
$500 million through an
international bond sale of
five-year bonds at coupon of
3.306 per cent per annum and
getting oversubscribed three
times. Ahead of an expected
steep rise in US rates, many
companies are planning to hit
the US bond market with
Reliance reportedly planning
a $2.5 billion issue. 
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NEW DELHI: The Ministry
of  IT  and  E lec t ronics
(MEITY) is working on
detailed guidelines on digi-
tal payments to ensure pro-
te c t ion  of  consumers .
“MEIT Y is  working on
comprehensive guidelines
for digital payments to pro-
tect consumers. It will also
look at making merchants
and vendors involved in dig-
ital payment ecosystem act
with responsibility,” an offi-
cial source told PTI. 

At present, there are no
specific guidelines on digital
payments and no regulator to
ensure fair play in the seg-
ment. “There are general rules
under which liability can be
fixed on stakeholders within
digital payments but nothing
specific to digital payments.

There are various factors
being looked at including ser-
vice quality and grievance
redressal under single frame-

work,” the source said.
Government has been push-
ing digital payments to curb
flow of blackmoney and fake
currency. Various modes of
digital payments have seen
increase in the range of 400 to
1000 per cent after the
Government announced ban
on old �500 and �1,000 notes.

The digital payment plat-
forms are governed by rules
notified by the Reserve Bank
of India, IT Act and other
related laws. However, like
banking, insurance, telecom
etc, the digital payments seg-
ment has no mechanism for
consumer grievance redressal
or ombudsman. 

The source said the guide-
lines are likely to be framed
using existing rules for which
a detailed study is being con-
ducted by MEITY. “The draft
may be placed on MEITY
website for public comments
soon,” the source added.  PTI
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NEW DELHI: Government’s 10
per cent stake sale in manganese
miner MOIL on Tuesday saw a
robust response from retail
investors who put in bids for over
5 times the shares reserved for
them, ensuring �480 crore to the
exchequer. Retail investors bid for
over 1.42 crore shares as against
26.63 lakh shares or 5.3 times the
number reserved for them in the
two-day offer for sale which
closed. Retail investors are being
given 5 per cent discount to the
share allotment price. 

The portion allocated to insti-
tutional investors yesterday was
bid 1.51 times as bids worth �580
crore poured in on the first day
of the issue. Overall, Government
sold 1.33 crore shares through
the OFS route at a floor price of
�365. With all-round participa-
tion from institutional and retail
buyers, MOIL share sale is
expected to garner �480 crore to
the Government after shares are
alloted to the bidders.        PTI
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NEW DELHI: European auto
major PSA Group on Tuesday
announced a partnership with
the CK Birla group to re-enter the
Indian market and earmarked an
initial investment of 100 million
euros (around �700 crore) to set
up vehicle and powertrain man-
ufacturing in Tamil Nadu. The
tie-up entails two joint-venture
agreements between the compa-
nies of the two groups.

“As part of the first agree-
ment, the PSA Group will hold
a majority stake in the joint-
venture company being set-up
with HMFCL (Hindustan
Motor Finance Corporation
Ltd) for the assembly and dis-
tribution of PSA passenger cars
in India,” the two firms said in
a joint statement. 

Under a second agreement,
a 50:50 joint-venture is being
set-up between the PSA Group
and AVTEC Ltd for manufac-
ture and supply of powertrains.
“The manufacturing sites for
both vehicle assembly and pow-
ertrains will be based in the state
of Tamil Nadu,” it added.  PNS
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NEW DELHI: In a veiled
attack on newcomer Reliance
Jio, telecom major Bharti
Airtel on Tuesday said free
offers by telcos would hit all
stakeholders,  including
lenders, and Government rev-
enue. “In the short to medium
term, free offers will impact
all stakeholders including
Government levies and taxes,
lender with debt exposure of
over �400,000 crore to the
industry,” Bharti Airtel Global
Chief Financial Officer (CFO)
Nilanjan Roy said during
company’s earning call.

He alleged that ‘predatory
pricing’ by new operators has
led to ‘unprecedented drop in
the industry revenue table for
the first time since its inception,
jeopardising the financial
health of poster child - the
Indian telecom industry’. Bharti
Airtel, India’s largest mobile ser-
vices provider, has reported its
lowest profit in four years in the
third quarter of FY2016-17 as
demonetisation and intense

competition from Reliance Jio
hit revenues. Consolidated net
profit in October-December
fell 54 per cent to �503.7 crore
as against �1,108.1 crore in the
same period a year ago, the
company said in a statement.

“To say that we are living
in interesting time would be
an understatement. In India,
the continuation of free pric-
ing by a new operator has led
to tsunami of traffic to the
network impacting overall
data revenue and voice real-
isation,” Roy said.           PTI 

5�����;�.�����..����)��!")
�������#���-)�)�D?��"�)��

<#���������!��:��+����@/
$���"5�"�
�)����!;!'
�#���7��!'����)������";8
+)�"!(���!�����*�#�*
�!'����7,"��!�!'!"�!'
'�����"��#!��"',*��)
�! !",!���+�!������#!
���*�����!�*�"�!���*

�"�!����"&�5!����'�*�";
�#!���"�"�����#!���#���
��*�!���#��'����#!�."'��"

�!�!�����"',*��)8�

TENDER NOTICE
Office of the Inspector General of Police,

CoBRA Sector, CRPF
(LSC, CoBRA Sector)

Old Secretariat, Block No. 11, Civil Line, Delhi-110054
(Telephone/ Fax No. 011-23814552)

NO.- L.VII-36/2016-17-LSC.Proc-CoBRA

Inspector General of Police, CoBRA Sector, CRPF, Delhi
for and on behalf of the President of India invites online ten-
ders under two bid system (Technical and Commercial bid)
on the prescribed form for the purchase of following stores
as per details given below:-

Tender No.:- No. L.VII- 36/2016- 17-Proc- LSC- CoBRA.,
Description of stores:- Compact Light Weight Blanket with
Good Insulating Properties., Quantity:- 2116 Nos.
Specification:- As per Appendi x-"A"., EMD(RS):- 21,000/-
(Rupees Twenty One* Thousand) only (EMD should valid
upto 240 days from the date of opening tender.)., Cost of
tender document (non- refundable (in rupees):- 100/-
(Rupees One Hundred) only., Date of receipt & opening
of tender:- a) Time and date of receipt of online Tender by
1230 hrs on 02/03/2017., b) Time and date of online open-
ing of tender at 1430 hrs oft 03/03/2017.,

2. Bids will be accepted only online at e:Procurement web-
site http://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app (CPPP).
(Documents to be submitted in original as per Clause 24
schedule to tender).

3. All relevant details, including specification, terms & con-
ditions etc are available on e-Procurement website
http://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app. (CPPP), same may
be downloaded by the bidders. Details can also be seen
at CRPF website www.crpf.gov.in.

4. For any changes/amendment in Tender Enquiry/specifi-
cations etc, tenderers are requested to visit the
CRPF/CPPP web sites regularly.

5. Date of availability, of tender on CPPP: 16/01/2017

6. In case of any problem please contact on telephone num-
bers OH- 23814552.

Sd/- 16/01/2017
davp 19111/11/0663/1617 DIGP (Prov. /LSC)
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Amid reports of China
deploying long range inter-

continental ballistic missiles
near Russian border with the
aim to be able to reach targets
in the US, Beijing today said it
was just a “speculation spread
online”.

When asked by a Russian
journalist about the reports,
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Hua Chunying
said, "What you mentioned is
a speculation spread online."

"We attach great impor-
tance to the development of
China-Russia relationship. Our
relationship is developing at a
high level with a deepening
mutual trust. We would like to
further exchange our coopera-
tion in different fields," she said,
appreciating "very positive"
remarks from the Russian side
on missile deployment reports.

Russian official news
agency TASS quoted China's
state- run Global Times as
saying that DF-41 ballistic mis-
siles have been deployed in
northeastern Heilongjiang
province near Russian border.

"China has deployed inter-

continental ballistic missiles
near Russia with the aim to be
able to reach targets in the US,
Canada and Europe," the pres-
ident of the Academy of
Geopolitical Problems, Doctor
of Military Science Konstantin
Sivkov told.

"This is an inter-continen-
tal class missile with an effective
range of 10,000 to 12000 kms.
The missile’s dead zone is no less
than three thousand kms. A
large territory of Russia, practi-
cally the entire Far East and
West Siberia are not within the
missile’s reach," Sivkov said.

Mosul: Iraq's prime
minister on
Wednesday declared
eastern Mosul "fully
liberated" from ISIS
terrorists after a day of
fierce fighting and
more than three months after
a massive US-backed operation
to retake the city began.

Iraqi forces drove ISIS ter-
rorists from one of their last
bastions in the eastern half of
the city, while aid groups
expressed concern for the esti-
mated 750,000 people still in
the militant-held west.

In his weekly news confer-
ence today, Haider al-Abadi
hailed the "unmatched heroism
of all security forces factions"
and public support for the
operation.

"Daesh has quick-
ly collapsed and no
one expected such col-
lapse," al-Abadi said,
using the Arabia
acronym of IS. "The
heroism of our securi-

ty forces was behind Daesh's
defeat."

Mosul, Iraq's second-
largest city and the IS's last
urban stronghold in the coun-
try, fell into the hands of the
extremists in the summer of
2014, when the group captured
large swaths of northern and
western Iraq.

Asked how long it will
take to liberate the western side
of the city, al-Abadi told The
Associated Press: "I can't tell
now, but we are capable of
doing so and we will do so.” AP
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Russia, Iran and Turkey pre-
sented a united front at the

conclusion of two days of talks
in Kazakhstan between the
Syrian government and the
armed opposition, pledging
support for the country's shaky
cease-fire and a joint mecha-
nism to ensure compliance.

They did not specify how

that would work, and contin-
ued differences among the
warring sides as well as rebel
infighting back home threat-
ened to quickly scuttle the
deal. "It's going to be a chal-
lenge, it's not going to be easy,"
the UN's Syria envoy, who
mediated between the two
sides in the Kazakh capital of
Astana, told reporters later.

Russia and Iran, President

Bashar Assad's main support-
ers, and Turkey, the rebels'
chief backer, said they will use
their "influence" to strengthen
the truce, which has been in
place since December 30.

Their joint efforts have
raised hopes for a diplomatic
end to the brutal six-year con-
flict. Previous efforts by the US
and Russia for a lasting cease-
fire led nowhere.
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The United Nations today
denounced recent Israeli

initiatives to accelerate settle-
ment construction in occupied
Palestinian territory, stressing
that “unilateral actions” are an
obstacle to peace based on a
two-State solution.

“For the secretary general
there is no plan B for the two
states solution,” UN chief
Antonio Guterres's spokesman
Stephane Dujarric said.

"In this respect any unilat-
eral decision that can be an
obstacle to the two State goal is
of grave concern for the
Secretary General," he said.

Dujarric said the UN's posi-
tion on settlement construction
in the West Bank and East
Jerusalem "has not changed."

"We would include that in
the category of unilateral
actions," he said, referring to
Israel's announcement on set-
tlements.

"There is a need for the two
parties to engage in a bona fide
negotiation to reach the goal of
two states, Israel and Palestine,
two states for two people," he
said.

The United Nations con-
siders the settlements to be ille-
gal and an obstacle to peace, as
it reaffirmed in a recent UN
Security Council resolution

which the United States under
former US president Barack
Obama's administration
declined to veto, for the first
time since 1979.

On Wednesday, Israel
announced the construction of
2,500 settler homes in the
occupied West Bank, the
biggest initiative of its kind in
years.

On Sunday, just days after
US President Donald Trump's
inauguration, Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu gave the
green light for the construction
of 566 settlement homes in East
Jerusalem, a predominantly
Palestinian sector of the city
occupied and annexed by Israel.
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They spent seven years locked up under
George W Bush, then eight more under

Barack Obama — yet the five alleged terrorist
plotters were convicted of nothing.

Now, the so-called “9/11 Five” are starting
the next phase of their Guantanamo Bay legal
odyssey under the presidency of Donald Trump.

Accused of plotting the September 11,
2001 attacks, the men are due in a military court-
room on Wednesday, the first time the secretive
tribunal has been in session since Trump was

sworn in less than a week ago.
Renewed focus is on the military prison and

the glacial legal process after Trump famously
vowed that he would load Guantanamo with
"bad dudes," and said it would be "fine" if US
terror suspects were sent there for trial. It's been
nine years since the United States first charged
the 9/11 Five with plotting the September 11
attacks and killing nearly 3,000 people.

A multitude of procedural and legal prob-
lems, exacerbated by the logistical challenge of
hosting a court in Guantanamo, have slowed the
case to a crawl.

���� �
�������� ��-,�*#./*

President Donald Trump was all set on
Wednesday to push ahead with his sig-

nature campaign issue of building a wall
along the Mexican border and order a set
of measures to tighten immigration includ-
ing a possible temporary ban on entry of
people from a band of nations that are
deemed to be a terror risk for the United
States.

In what was only Day 5 since his inau-
guration last Friday, Trump was slated to
visit the Department of Homeland Security
later on Wednesday to unveil his plan for
a crackdown on the immigration front to
let America and the world know that he
is not going to be an “all talk, no action”
president.

“Big day planned on NATIONAL
SECURITY tomorrow. Among many
other things, we will build the wall!”
Trump tweeted on Tuesday evening, set-
ting off a flurry of activity.

Citing a draft prepared by his top aides
and currently under circulation within the
administration, US media outlets report-
ed that Trump’s plan also includes slash-
ing the number of refugees who can set-
tle in the United States.

“This would pave the way for the

administration to slash the number of dis-
placed people who can be resettled on
American soil, and would effectively bar
the entry of people from Muslim countries
— including Afghanistan, Iraq, Somalia
and Syria — at least for some time,” The
New York Times reported, pointing out
that the policy under consideration would
halt admissions from Syria and suspend it
from other majority-Muslim nations until
the administration can study how to
properly vet them.

Besides adding 5,000 border agents,
Trump was also slated to announce plans for
some “sanctuary cities” within the US that
were reportedly not dealing suitably with
illegal immigrants and their crime situation.  

“If Chicago doesn’t fix the horrible ‘car-
nage’ going on, 228 shootings in 2017 with
42 killings (up 24% from 2016), I will send
in the Feds!,” Trump threatened in yet
another tweet. The Democrats-run Chicago
has been in Trump’s cross-hairs for the bet-
ter part of his presidential campaign.

“The proposed orders could lead to
sweeping and controversial changes in the
way the United States conducts itself at
home and around the globe in the name
of security, potentially leading to the
reinstatement of policies that have been
repudiated by much of the world,” The
Times commented.

The projected moves are being viewed
as Trump’s first effort to deliver on one of
his campaign themes that illegal immi-
gration is out of control and is threaten-
ing the country’s safety and security.

Trump appeared to be undecided as
yet on a sensitive programme instituted by

predecessor Barack Obama. Called
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals,
this 2012 programme has given temporary
protection from deportation to hundreds
of thousands of people who arrived in the
United States as children. During his cam-
paign, Trump had insisted that he would
not spare this programme as well.

But in recent days, the White House
has advanced the line that the Trump
administration’s first priority will be the
deportation of those illegal immigrants
who have a history of criminal activity.

Among the executive orders under
consideration, there is one meant for the
Secretary of State to determine whether to
designate the Egypt’s Muslim Brotherhood
as a foreign terrorist organization. Such a
designation has been sought by Egypt and
the United Arab Emirates.

On his pet Mexican wall project,
Trump has frequently held forth on his
campaign trail that the wall would be built
and Mexico would pay for it.
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Theresa May today vowed to
publish a ‘White Paper’ on

Britain's exit plans from the
European Union, a day after
the Supreme Court ruled that
the British Prime Minister will
require the consent of both
houses of Parliament to invoke
Article 50.

Speaking in the House of
Commons, Prime Minister
May said she recognised that
there was an "appetite" for such
a formal policy document on
Brexit, which is expected to be
published within coming days.

"I can confirm to the

House that our plan will be set
out in a White Paper published
in this house," she said during
her weekly Commons clash
with Opposition leader Jeremy
Corbyn for Prime Minister's
Questions.

The White Paper is expect-
ed to lay out all the Acts of
Parliament that will be required
to complete Britain's exit from
the 28-nation economic bloc.

The clash came a day after
the Supreme Court had ruled
that the British PM will require
the consent of both houses of
Parliament to invoke Article 50,
triggering the formal negotiations
for Britain’s exit from the EU.
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Washington: Nikki Haley was on
Wednesday sworn-in as America's
Ambassador to the United Nations, script-
ing history to become the first from the
influential Indian- American communi-
ty to serve on a Cabinet rank position in
any US presidential administration.

The 45-year-old former South
Carolina Governor Haley was sworn in
by Vice President Mike Pence. PTI
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Indulge in a special Republic Day Brunch
at the popular all day dining restaurant

Café Knosh at The Leela Ambience
Convention Hotel.

Spoil yourself and feast on an inspired
selection of dishes from the pre and post-
independence era. The wide spread buf-
fet priced at only �2017 encompasses var-
ious regional Indian cuisines and numer-
ous items representing the revered tri-
colour. 

Each visitor will also be treated to a
specially curated tricolor welcome drink
to commemorate the beloved occasion. 

This Republic Day, savour the
best of tricolour delicacies at

Capital Kitchen at Taj Palace, New
Delhi.The buffet would represent
delicacies from North, East, West
and South of India, making it a
complete culinary tour. Indulge in
the old age nostalgia with the array
of comfort food, where each dish
triggers innumerous memories
hiking that patriotism.

Enjoy the
live counters
with street

food from every part of the coun-
try, be it- Appam, dosa, chaat,
kebabs or live breads. Not only the
food but the whole ambience
would be a tribute to the republic
day where the hotel staffs would be
dressed in attires representing
various regions of India. The the-
matic bar would serve regional
beverages like Kahwa, south Indian
filter coffee, lassi, aam panna, jal

jeera, Darjeeling tea and
many more.

Raftaar Lounge and bar celebrates
Republic day with special tricolor dish-

es for the gourmet lovers. With tummyli-
cious dishes at your platter, Raftaar assures
to serve you with perfect blended spices and
all other ingredients. With Republic day on
cards, Raftaar has come up with R- Day spe-
cial menu which includes tricolor paneer
Steak, tiranga halwa, Hindustani pulao,
and tricolor chicken roulade.

Come one, come all in full raftaar to join
the food parade of the delicious tricolor dish-
es only at Raftaar. 

What else is better than to enjoy and cele-
brate Republic day with the food that rep-

resents love for your country.
The Chatter House is here to make you feel

even more patriot this republic day with their
Republic Day inspired dishes. Indulge yourself
in the feeling of patriotism while munching onto
specially crafted Republic day cheesecake,
Indian Lover mock-tail, Republic special Biryani. 
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As predicted, La La
Land led the Oscar
n o m i n a t i o n s

announced Tuesday, with
14 nods. A nod from the
Academy is surely one of the
greatest honours that can be
bestowed upon an actor in
their career - so how do you
react when it happens to
you? The best actress catego-
ry has been the most com-
petitive this season. Emma
Stone and Natalie Portman
were considered sure bets,
while Meryl Streep received

her 20th Academy Award
nomination, a Best

Actress nod for her
performance in

Florence Foster Jenkins.
With this latest mention,

Streep broke the record for

most Oscar nominations,
again, and she chose to
respond to this historic
moment in the most appro-
priate of ways: a memorable
GIF. A GIF of Streep danc-
ing in Paul McCartney’s
2013 video for Queenie Eye.

“I was trying not to care
but caring quite a lot. And
then my British agent called
me and I thought to myself,
‘Why the hell is she calling
me, does she not know that

I’m waiting for the nomina-
tions to come out?’ And I
answered the call and she
obviously got the news
before my Twitter feed gave
it to me, and she was just
kind of screaming so I
thought this was probably a
good thing.” 
C��#-8���
"8D���-�
#'9�#"+�-�D'8���"-�">+'8�D'8

������ ������ ,B�;�'#��D8'9
�'#-'#�����8����7)�8���"8)�#:
D'8�+����"+�'#"�����"+8�7)
���� ������!�����"

“Where I am it’s just
starting to snow. I think
we’re going to have a big
snowstorm. So I’m probably
going to go over and throw
some salt down on my dad’s
front steps and hang out with
him.”
C���::'�!'8+�#)�#��);�"E�#:
,B�;�'#��D8'9�*;)+"+�����
&'8E��'#��'�����;�"#)�+'

>���,8"+����)���"-�">+'8
#'9�#"+�'#�D'8�	������
���������(F

“Just to have August’s
words be alive and people
thinking about the stories is
good enough for me.” 
C��'#)+"#G"��'9�8'����)'#�
��-'��'D��*:*)+����)'#��'#
�'��)��7���>���,8"+����)
;')+�*9'*)�"-";+�-
)>8��#;�"B�#'-�D'8�������(F

“This year we have all
benefited from a terrific year
of film which happens to
also be very inclusive of dif-
ferent voices, and we’re all
actually better off for it... I do
think this last year of conver-
sation all about inclusion,
whether in the academy or
Hollywood or society in
general, has awakened some
folks to the issue.” 
C�
��9�">"-�9B�;8�)�-�#+
���8B���''#��	)"">)��,B�;�'#�

D8'9�">"-�9B���"-H*"8+�8)��#
��I�8�B�����)��'#�+���-�I�8)�+B
'D�#'9�#��)(

“I just like to create. I like
a genre where I can make
and design costumes.”
C�+�8���+�9���)>"8���##�8
�'����#��+�''-����'�8�>��I�-
��8�.1+��>')+*9��-�)�:#
#'9�#"+�'#�D'8�����������#�����
"#-�$%������������
%�!(����
);'E��,B�;�'#��D8'9��'#-'#�
���8��)����)��'8E�#:�'#���9
�*8+'#?)�#�J+�;8'$�>+(

“I turned my phone off
airplane mode and got a call
from my publicist and she
told me I got nominated and
I freaked out and ran down-
stairs and started screaming
to my parents. And for the
next hour I had the greatest
high.”
C��*>")���-:�)��)*;;'8+�#:
">+'8�#'9�#���D'8�&���%�����
#'��%�������D8'9�����&'8E

���8������)�8���"8)�#:�D'8�"
;�"B�>"���-�(��(

“Any film can have an
impact on our feelings. And
also when the film is over,
those feelings turn into

thoughts and reflections. At
the root of any kind of
change, there is thoughtful-
ness and reflection.”
C��):�"8�
"8�"-���-�8�>+'8�'D
D'8��:#��"#:*":��D��9�#'9�#��

%���� ��!����);�"E�#:
+�8'*:��"#��#+�8;8�+�8�,B
;�'#��D8'9����8"#��	8"#(

“What could be more
exciting than listening to
the nominations being
announced while holding
my newborn son!” 
C�!���
�,)'#��#'9�#"+�-�D'8
-�8�>+�#:�
��������������)"�-
�#�"�)+"+�9�#+(

“I have a nine week old
baby girl so I’ve been up
since like — I was up and
then I fell asleep for like an
hour, and my sister who is
visiting was like, ‘You did it!
You did it!’ — and the baby
woke up crying — and she’s
like, ‘We did it Emily!’ And
my husband’s like, ‘How do
you want me to handle the
baby?!’ He’s like ‘Bottle? Is
this a moment for a bottle?’” 
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“I’m so messed up with
time zones — I had no idea
when they were happening.
Thankfully I was on my

lunch break from ‘Mary
Poppins,’ so I was in my trail-
er watching a delay of the
Australian Open — I still
don’t know if Federer won or
not. Please don’t spoil it for
me.” 
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“I’m a little rough this
morning because (last night)
I was playing with my band,
the Abiders, down in
Encinitas, at this great bar
called the Belly Up. And we
had a great show down there.
So this is all kind of early in
the morning for me. I got to

sleep about 2 or 3 in the
morning, after partying with
my boys. So I don't know
about doing too much par-
tying tonight. Maybe a nice
soak in a bath or something
like that.” 
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An art exhibition “Artistic
Salute to Nation” is being

hosted by DLF Promenade
this republic day where in
portraits made by the kids
below 5th standard from
leading schools in the city
will be displayed in a mon-
umental pillar installation

designed by the JD Institute
of Fashion Technology on
January 26 and 27. These
kids have shared their paint-
ings representing what's
India to them and giving
their ‘young’ yet ‘artistic’
salute to the nation 
through art.

In an ode to celebrate India of 21st centu-
ry, this Republic Day, DLF Place, Saket has

come up with a marvelous ‘Wheel of
Progress’ art installation at its precincts. The
massive art installation has Ashok Chakra at
its top fol-
lowed by
another tri-
colored frame
with India
written in
three-dimen-
sional alpha-
bets adorned
with acrylic
leaves. Also,
there is a slo-
gan wall behind the installation, where vis-
itors can write messages for Republic Day.
The moving Ashok Chakra in the installa-
tion denotes India as a fast growing econo-
my which is on the path of inclusive process,
whereas, the tricolored leaves represents the
desire of millions of Indians who wish to see
India as a global leader.

The Republic Day decoration at Hotel
The Ashok is made up of plywood,

rice, edible colours, candles and grass.
The decor is done by the hotel staffs.
Through this piece of art, they commit
to provide the best traditional hospital-
ity with a modern touch to their cus-
tomers ensuring that they have best of
hospitality meeting the world stan-
dards.
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Tata Power Delhi Distribution
Limited implemented Microgrid

Project in Tayabpur, a village in the
Vaishali district of Bihar having an esti-
mated 190 hutments with a population
of around 1000 to accomplish the
vision of providing access of electric-
ity to all. The project is in line with the
Government of India’s Electrification
program which aims to provide “elec-
tricity to all” by establishing a stand
alone off-grid village electrification sys-
tem where grid supply has not reached
or is not feasible.

Inaugurating the Microgrid,
Praveer Sinha, CEO and MD Tata
Power Delhi Distribution Ltd. said,
“Today, electricity is recognised as a
basic need for realising the objective
of sustainable human development.
Rural electrification is a key compo-
nent for facilitating economic progress
including meeting socio-economic
goals and overall human development
in the villages. This project aims to
develop a novel Solar Microgrid model
suitable to our Indian conditions and
support electrification which is afford-
able, sustainable and helps us to reach
remote rural areas. We hope through
implementation of the Tayabpur pro-
ject we will have a model for installing
and developing smart Microgrids in
the country ensuring access to afford-
able, reliable and consistent energy 
for all.”

In order to extend passport services to
the citizens on a larger scale and to

ensure wider area coverage, the
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) and
the Department of Posts (DOP) have
now agreed to utilise the Head Post
Offices (HPO) in the various states as
Post Office Passport Seva Kendra
(POPSK) for delivering passport relat-
ed services to the citizens of our coun-
try. The pilot projects for this joint ven-
ture between MEA and DOP were inau-
gurated on 25 January at the HPO at
Mysuru in Karnataka and at Dahod in
Gujarat. Appointments for passport
applicants have been released for these
two places beginning 25 January.
Applicants, who apply for their pass-
ports online through the passport por-
tal, can now schedule an appointment
and then visit the designated POPSK to

complete the formalities akin to those
at the PSK necessary prior to the issue
of the passport.  

Delivery of passport related services
through the POPSK would be yet
another citizen-centric measure of the
Government in taking IT- driven pub-
lic services closer to the people of 
the country. 

Agroup of 40 school children
consisting of 20 girls and 20

boys hailing from remote and far
flung areas of Jammu region met
the MoS (Home), Hansraj Ganga
Ram Ahir at the Conference Hall
(Room No.119), MHA, North
Block, New Delhi. The students in
the age group of 12-18 years are on
a Bharat Darshan Tour from 15th
January to 29thJanuary organised
by the BSF.

The concept of Bharat
Darshan Tours for the children
from Jammu and Kashmir was
started as an annual feature in the
year 2000. The entire expenditure
on the tours is met by BSF. This
includes dresses, travel expenses,
boarding and lodging, etc.

K K Sharma, DG BSF wel-
comed the MoS (Home) Hansraj
Ganga Ram Ahir and apprised him
of the composition the group. He
informed that Bharat Darshan
tour has widened horizons and
given the children an opportuni-

ty to see the diversities of the
nation.

The children then shared their
experiences of visits to different his-
torical places and thanked the
BSF and the Government of India
for organising tours of this nature.

The National Institute of
Electronics and Information

Technology (NIELIT) organised
the 20th meeting of NIELIT
Centre Directors at Hotel
Radisson Blu, Jaipur where cen-
tre heads from about 35 NIELIT
centres spread throughout the
country assembled to brain-
storm and deliberate initiatives
for taking forward the high
growth story that NIELIT has
scripted in the recent times. 

The meet was inaugurated
by P.P. Chaudhary, Union
Minister of State (E&IT and
L&J). In the event, the Minister

also unveiled the booklet on
NIELIT’s Cyber Security cours-
es aimed towards equipping a
common man with basic 
level skills. 

Bharat Heavy Electricals
Limited (BHEL), in part-

nership with ABB,  has
secured a landmark order
from Power Grid
Corporation of India Limited
(POWERGRID).  BHEL’s
scope of work, is valued at
�1,360 crore, for setting up a
+ 800 kV, 6,000 MW HVDC
Link between the Western
Region Grid (R aigarh,
Chatt isgarh)  and the
Southern Region Grid
(Pugalur, Tamil Nadu).

Significantly, this is the
second Ultra High Voltage
Direct Current (UHVDC)
transmission project contract
for BHEL. 

Union Steel Minister, Birender
Singh inaugurated the new
Universal Rail Mill at Steel

Authority of India Limited’s (SAIL)
Bhilai steel plant and flagged off the
first rake from the new mill. With this,
SAIL has begun the commercial pro-
duction of world’s longest single rail of
130 meters from the new Universal Rail
Mill (URM). Birender Singh congrat-
ulated SAIL collective for commenc-
ing production from URM and said, “It
is a huge step towards the Make in
India initiative, where India is pio-
neering in production of such quality
products. The country needs to be self
sufficient in meeting its specific
requirements and products like the
longest rails will solidify industry con-
fidence.”

The state-of-the-art URM, estab-
lished at a cost of about �1200 crores
will now take BSP’s total capacity to
produce rails at 2.0 MTPA, which will
be the largest rail production capaci-
ty in any single location for a plant

world over. Alongside the URM, which
is part of the plant’s modernisation and
expansion programme (MEP), a long
rail welding complex had also been set
with proven technology for world
class rail welding. The welding complex
is equipped with fully automated flash
butt welding machine to weld rail pan-
els of 260-metre length and fully auto-
mated long rail handling facility. This
URM complex would equip SAIL to

meet Indian railways' specific demand
of 260 metre rails as the new mill is
capable of producing 260 metre long
rail with a single weld and also has the
provision to supply welded panels up
to 520 m length in future. The rails
rolled from this new URM will enable
SAIL to produce rails with improved
surface quality, less residual stress and
improved straightness.

Speaking at the occasion, chair-

man, SAIL, PK Singh said, “With the
inauguration of URM, SAIL has come
one significant step closer to complet-
ing the modernisation. This URM
complex with the latest technology will
empower SAIL to meet the specific
needs of Indian railways with greater
efficiency and finesse. In the chal-
lenging market scenario, we expect to
offer better solutions for specialised
needs of our valued customers.”

Chairing the meeting of National Steel
Consumers’ Council of Ministry of Steel in

Mumbai, Union Minister of Steel, Birender Singh
said that there is great potential for increasing steel
consumption in the country. Use of Swadeshi steel
is the way forward not only for steel consumption
but also for sustainable growth of the steel indus-
try and economy. Singh informed the members that
National Steel Consumer's Council has been
strengthened with the induction of industry
experts. The meeting was attended by 150 of all
stake holders of producers of MSME, integrated
steel plants of private and public sector, machin-
ery manufacturers and consumers of infrastructure
, transport housing equipment sectors. 

Elaborating on the need of the hour he said,
“Government of India’s emphasis through Make in
India and support to Swadeshi production offers
huge opportunity to raise the domestic steel con-
sumption.”

He said that India’s current per capita steel con-
sumption stands only at 60 kg, which is very less
as compared to the world average of 208 kg. He
informed that Ministry of Steel has already start-

ed a campaign to boost steel consumption in coun-
try through encouraging all concerned ministries
to use only India-made steel for infrastructure and
construction projects of the Government. Also, he
said that the campaign would help in educating
people about the numerous sustainability benefits,
which are guaranteed to be realised whenever steel
is used. The attributes like low waste, offsite man-
ufacture, resource efficiency, adaptability, long last-
ing appeal, safety, reusability and recyclability
makes steel arguably the most befitting material for

construction.
He further stressed that in 2016, India had

emerged as the third largest steel producer in the
world and central government is taking all steps
to make the country world’s second largest steel
producer.

During his address, Singh stated that the sup-
port extended to the steel industry by way of var-
ious trade remedial measures in recent times have
led to a significant reduction in imports and sta-
bilisation of domestic market. Globally, trade pro-
tection by various governments is on the rise.
Indian steel industry has to acquire the competi-
tive edge by benchmarking with the best in the
world, in order to be a global leader.

He also informed the members of the council
that Ministry of Steel has for the first time gone
in for crowd sourcing of ideas by inviting com-
ments/suggestions for the National Steel Policy
(NSP), 2017 from all stakeholders and the public.
The Minister stressed on the need to focus more
on research and development so that India can
develop indigenous capability to produce better and
more value added steel. 

Asia’s greatest brands and lead-
ers award 2016 was conduct-

ed on 24th January, at Marina Bay
Sands Hotel, Singapore.

It is an exclusive research
based listing of brands and lead-
ers from across Asia, process
reviewed by -
PricewaterhouseCoopers.

Saveetha University has been
recognised as Asia’s Greatest
Brands 2016 and Dr. N. M.
Veeraiyan, Chancellor, Saveetha
University has been felicitated
with prestigious - Global Asian of
the Year 2016 - Lifetime
Achievement Award for his con-
tribution to the society and the

education sector.
Many dignitaries, education-

ists, industrialists, business and
brand owners from various sectors
across Asian region were present
in the summit.

�As Indian Coast Guard enters
its 40th year of existence on
February 1, what is the present
surface fleet, air fleet and man-
power strength? How will it
grow in the next 10 years? 

It is indeed an honour for me
to be at the helm of this fine ser-
vice when the Indian Coast
Guard marches into the fortieth
year of glorious service to the
Nation. The service at present has
in its inventory 126 surface plat-
forms (62 ships & 64 ACVs/
boats) and 62 aircraft (39
Dorniers/ 19 Chetak).  In addi-
tion, ICG has also established a
Coastal Surveillance Network
(CSN) as part of the 'Chain of
Static Sensors' project for aug-
mentation of coastal surveil-
lance capabilities which is a force
multiplier.  The Implementation
of Phase-I has been completed at
46 sites as part of Phase-I and 38
new Radar Stations are planned
as part of phase II.  

By the end of 2020, the ICG
is expected to have a fleet of 150
surface platforms and 100 air-
craft.  

�Will this growth be commen-
surate with the additional
responsibilities that you have
been entrusted with over the
years, particularly after 26/11?
What has changed for the Coast
Guard in terms of its responsi-
bilities since 26/11?  

The Coast Guard Act, 1978
clearly spells out the charter of
duties and the ICG has been
meeting them with utmost ded-
ication.  Prior to 26/11, ICG role
was limited to anti-smuggling,
anti-poaching operations and
benign operations like Search &
Rescue and Response to Marine
Pollution. Post 26/11, the
Government gave great impetus
to maritime security in general
and to coastal security in partic-
ular. The ICG was then entrust-
ed with the responsibility of
coordinating Coastal Security
with all stakeholders. 

By the end of 2020, the ICG
is likely to have a force level of 150
surface platforms and about 100
aircraft.  In addition, the number
of shore units have been
increased to 27 to 45 since 26/11.
These inductions are planned
and manifested through "CG
Perspective Plan" and "CG
Development Plan" spread over
15 year and 05 year periods
respectively.

�What mechanism do you have
in place so that the ICG can pro-
vide urgent assistance to the
fishermen in Indian maritime
zones?  What is the progress on
the plan of installing Distress
Alert Transponders (DAT) on

all fishing vessels?
Assistance to fishermen is

one of the primary charters of
ICG. Towards discharging this
charter, Maritime Rescue
Coordination Centres (MRCC)
at Mumbai, Chennai and Port
Blair are manned 24x7 to
respond to any incidents / acci-
dents at sea involving shipping
and fishing traffic in Indian
Search and Rescue Region
(ISRR). A toll free help line
number 1554 has been estab-
lished for Maritime Search and
Rescue.  A toll free coastal secu-
rity help line number 1093 is also
operational at police control
rooms in coastal states for real
time reporting of suspicious
activities in coastal waters. 

�You are the first regular Coast
Guard officer to take over the
mantle of DGICG and going to
complete a year in office.  What
are the key initiatives/ achieve-
ments in the last one year?

I had the honour of assum-
ing the helm of this fine service
on 29th February 2016.  Our aim
has been and continues to be,
commitment to our goal of pro-
viding safer lives, safer coasts and
safer seas. Considering the cur-
rent security scenario, we have
laid emphasis on provisioning of
a robust Coastal Security mech-
anism to thwart any nefarious
designs. The focus is to cohesively
involve all the state and central
stakeholders through conduct
of regular exercises to achieve
seamless synergy during a real
time scenario.  To meet this
objectives, we have stressed on
the need to modernize the force
and infrastructure of the service.
In the last one year, contracts for
10 ships (05 FPVs and 05 OPVs)
have been signed.  72 vessels are
under construction at various
Indian shipyards.  In conso-
nance with the 'Make in India'
initiative, we promote Indian

industry by having all our ships
indigenously built and main-
tained. This has effectively
reduced our dependence on
imports thereby reducing the
downtime of our assets and sav-
ings to the government exche-
quer.  Infrastructure development
has been our focus and cases for
augmentation are in progress.

�What would you like to say to
encourage the youth to join the
ICG?  What are the growth
prospects?

The ICG from its humble
beginning has grown into 126
ships, 62 Aircraft organization
which is now the 4th largest
Coast Guard in the world.  The
career at sea is challenging,
adventurous and provides oppor-
tunity to travel around the globe.
ICG is a young, vibrant and
growing service which provides
excellent growth prospects.  In
addition to the salary, various
perks like free medical facility,
canteen facility, Leave travel con-
cessions, priority admission in
Kendriya Vidyalayas and various
professional institutes for wards
of personnel.  The service also
provides opportunity for per-
sonnel to upgrade their profes-
sional skills by deputing them for
specialization courses in India
and abroad.   Opportunities also
exist for deserving personnel to
be sent on deputation to few
select foreign countries.  

In order to entice the youth
to join the force, the Govt of India
has approved free boarding and
lodging facility and reimburse-
ment of to and fro travelling
expenses once to the candidates
appearing for Final Selection
Board for the post of Assistant
Commandant in Coast Guard.

I would personally exhort the
youth who love challenges,
adventure and those who believe
in striving for excellence to come
and join the Indian Coast Guard.   

�What is the intake of women
officers in the ICG and what
kind of roles have been encour-
aged?

The women officers are
being inducted in the General
duty, Law and the Aviation cadre.
At present there are 130 women
officers. The general intake is
about 10 women officers every
year. Short service appointees in
the General duty cadre and the
CPL entry have also been intro-
duced in the service. The women
officers of the general Duty cadre
are employed in the shore estab-
lishments and the headquarters
for administrative and logistics
duties and those in the aviation
are sent to aviation units for fly-
ing duties. 
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Usain Bolt has lost one of his
nine Olympic gold medals
because of a doping case

involving Jamaican teammate Nesta
Carter.

The IOC said Wednesday that
Carter tested positive for methyl-
hexaneamine, a banned stimulant, in
re-analysis of samples from the 2008
Beijing Olympics.

Olympic rules state that the entire
relay team can be disqualified and stripped

of medals if one runner fails a doping test.
Carter and Bolt were teammates on the

winning 4x100-meter team, which set a
world record of 37.10 seconds. Carter ran
the opening leg, and Bolt took the baton
third in a team that also included Michael
Frater and Asafa Powell.

"The Jamaican team is disqualified," the
IOC said in a statement. "... the corre-
sponding medals, medalist pins and diplo-
mas are withdrawn and shall be returned."

The relay title in Beijing completed the
first of Bolt's gold medal sweeps in the 100,
200 and relay at three straight Olympics.

Bolt set world record times for all three
sprint titles at the Bird's Nest, establishing
himself as the defining superstar of Olympic
track.

"I want to share it with my team," said
Bolt said after completing his hat trick in
2008. "It's down to them that I beat the
world record today. When you beat the relay
world record, you feel four times happier."

Bolt and Carter will retain their gold
medals from Jamaica's relay win at the 2012
London Olympics — in a record time of
36.84 seconds that stands today. 

Bolt ran the final leg on that team. He
took the baton from Yohan Blake, who
served a ban in 2009 for ingesting the same
substance as Carter.

Carter and Bolt also helped lower their
relay world record between the Olympic
titles, taking gold at the 2011 world cham-
pionships in Daegu, South Korea, in 37.04.

The 31-year-old Carter has teamed with
Bolt on three straight world championship
relay-winning teams, from 2011 through
2015. He also took an individual bronze in
the 100 in 2013 in Moscow, behind Bolt and
Justin Gatlin of the United States.

Carter, who did not compete at the Rio
de Janeiro Olympics, faces a ban from the
IAAF.

Trinidad and Tobago is in line to get the
gold medal from 2008, Japan could be
upgraded to silver, and fourth-place finisher
Brazil could get the bronze medal.

Carter testified by videoconference to
an IOC disciplinary hearing held in
Lausanne on Oct. 17.

The IOC's ruling states that Carter
noted he was taking supplements in 2008
"advised in this respect by his coach, Mr.
Stephen Francis."

"The athlete explained that he had given
several samples for doping controls whilst

he was taking Cell Tech and Nitro Tech
before the 2008 Olympic Games and he had
never tested positive for a prohibited sub-
stance," the detailed verdict stated.

"He therefore did not believe that these
supplements could contain prohibited sub-
stances. He did not understand how methyl-
hexaneamine could have been found in
2016."

Though methylhexaneamine was not
specifically named on the 2008 list of pro-
hibited substances, it "fell within the scope
of the general prohibition of stimulants hav-
ing a similar chemical structure or similar
biological effect as the listed stimulants," the
judging panel of three IOC members wrote.

The panel doubted if the supplements
identified had caused the positive test

given that Carter "used such supplements
regularly and that this did not lead to other
problems."

The runner cast doubt on his own abil-
ity to avoid doping rule violations. In a writ-
ten statement to the IOC, "(Carter) assert-
ed that he did not remember having
received any formal anti-doping training in
his career."

Carter can appeal the sanction to the
Court of Arbitration for Sport. However, the
IOC panel already anticipated one challenge
in its written verdict.

"The Court of Arbitration for Sport
("CAS") has confirmed that the presence or
use of substances falling within the scope
of generic definitions of the prohibited list,
can be used as a basis of establishing anti-
doping rules violations," the verdict said.

In a separate ruling Wednesday, anoth-
er former Olympic champion was stripped
of two silver medals from the Beijing
Games.

The IOC said Russian athlete Tatiana
Lebedeva tested positive for the anabolic
steroid turinabol in re-tests, and would be
disqualified from her runner-up placings in
the long jump and triple jump.

Lebedeva won long jump gold at the
2004 Athens Olympics and also previous-
ly won Olympic silver and bronze in triple
jump.
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Another Roger vs Rafa final
is still in the mix at an

Australian Open with an almost
retro vibe.

They're on opposite sides of
the draw, and each is a semifi-
nal win away from a classic
showdown at Melbourne Park,
where Roger Federer is bidding
for an 18th major title, and
where Rafael Nadal is targeting
his 15th. Nadal saved six set
points in the second set against
one of the best servers in the
business on Wednesday, beating
third-ranked Milos Raonic 6-4,
7-6 (7), 6-4.

With that, he earned a spot
in the semifinals at a Grand
Slam for the first time since win-
ning the French Open in 2014.
He'll next play 25-year-old
Grigor Dimitrov, the only play-
er in the last quartet who has yet
to turn 30. Federer and No 4
Stan Wawrinka will contest an
all-Swiss semifinal the night
before Nadal returns to Rod
Laver Arena to play Dimitrov.
Having three 30-somethings in
the semifinals equals the Open
era-mark set in 1968 at Roland
Garros. There's also three 30-
something women in the semi-
finals. Nadal didn't want to
overcomplicate matters and talk
about generational things. He
didn't want to think too far
ahead to a final, or to Baby Fed
— as Dimitrov has been dubbed
for his similar backhand and
style — while he savored his
quarterfinal win.

Federer and Nadal, who
dominated the sport for so long
until the emergence of Novak
Djokovic and Andy Murray,
know that more than most.
Both are returning from extend-
ed injury layoffs and showing
signs that the time off has
worked.

!	� ����
�����������
When Mirjana Lucic-

Baroni served out her victory
over Karolina Pliskova at the
Australian Open on
Wednesday, making an unlike-
ly return to the semifinals of a
Grand Slam after nearly 18
years, she fell to her knees,
placed her forehead on the
court and wept.

Few expected her to ever
have this chance at a major
again. Lucic-Baroni, however,

never gave up believing in
herself.It was a heartfelt scene
that touched even Serena
Williams, her opponent in the
semifinals at Melbourne Park,
who started her career at the
same time as Lucic-Baroni.

"I'm so proud of Mirjana,"
Williams said after her 6-2, 6-
3 victory over ninth-seeded
Johanna Konta. "It's so good to
see her back out and to see her
in the semifinals really just is
so inspiring for me.”
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India's young guns will get an oppor-
tunity to fire on the big stage and

carry forward the exceptional domi-
nance over England when they clash
with the visitors in the three-match
Twenty20 series, starting here on
Thursday.

India have a different squad for the
T20s compared to the one that was
picked for the preceding ODI series.
The six players who were not part of
the 50-over squad are Rishabh Pant,
Mandeep Singh, Yuzvendra Chahal,
Parvez Rasool, Suresh Raina and
Ashish Nehra.

Frontline spinners Ravichandran
Ashwin and Ravindra Jadeja have been
rested, making way for off-spinner
Rasool and the experienced Amit
Mishra, who travelled with the ODI
squad.

Among the unestablished names,
the one attracting maximum attention
is 19-year-old sensation Rishabh Pant,
who earned his maiden call-up fol-
lowing a prolific domestic season.

The Delhi-based wicketkeeper
batsman rose to prominence with his
exploits in the U-19 World Cup last
year and since then, his career graph

is only rising.
The southpaw trained under the

watchful eyes of coach Anil Kumble
in the first net session here on Tuesday
and there is a good chance he might
be handed the coveted India cap.

With no Shikhar Dhawan in the
T20 line-up, there is likely to be a toss-

up between Pant and Mandeep Singh
for the opener's slot alongside Lokesh
Rahul. It is difficult to ignore Pant
given the ominous touch he has
shown of late. While Mandeep could
not do much in the first warm-up
match against England, Pant turned
heads with a 36-ball 59 in the second
practice match.

Rahul, on the other hand, too
would be raring to go after three fail-
ures in the ODI series. It is also an
important series for local hero Raina,
who is not a regular in the limited
overs set up anymore and last played
for India in the World T20 in March.

With captain Virat Kohli, Yuvraj
Singh and M S Dhoni certain to bat
at number three, four and five; Raina's
fight for the number six spot is with
Manish Pandey, who warmed the
bench in ODIs against England.

The pressure is on Raina to per-
form with the likes of Kedar Jadhav
waiting in the wings. Jadhav came of
age in the one-dayers and was
adjudged man of the series.

It remains to be seen what bowl-
ing choices Kohli would make. Fast
bowling all-rounder Hardik Pandya
made an impact in the ODIs and lends
balance to the playing eleven.

��	 � 2�*1 3

Having led Yuzvendra Chahal
and Parveez Rasool in the

Indian Premier League, skipper
Virat Kohli feels that  the three-
match T20 International series
against England will provide perfect
opportunity to the duo to establish
themselves as "specialists" in the
shortest format.

A good show by Rasool and
Chahal may also lessen the workload
on world's premier spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin.

"The guys who have come in
have done pretty well in the IPL, in
the domestic T20s. The areas they
are bowling in are pretty good and
are pretty economical. Yuzvendra,
everyone has seen his performances,

even Rasool played under me at
RCB," Kohli said at the pre-match
media conference.

"It is probably a breakthrough
series for them. They haven't played
a big series yet so this might be the
perfect opportunity to seal their
spots as T20 specialist spinners for
the future," Kohli made it clear as to
what is there in stake for youngsters.

About Rasool, the skipper said
that he has an ability to bowl with
the new ball.

"He (Rasool) is pretty confi-
dent, he can bowl with the new
ball against the most attacking
guys. These two guys are very
smart about their bowling. I am
sure they will able to replicate
their domestic success at  
this level."

singles
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